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I. ENGLISH: has “Words with weak forms” §§ 7 = 7, §51i% 3\ 1d (prepositions,
conjunctions, auxiliary verbs, modal verbs, articles, personal pronouns) — about 50 words

If carrying logical stress, or occuring in isolation: full, stressed pronunc. = “strong form”
Regular, most common realization: reduced, de-stressed pronunciation = ‘“weak form”

What shall we do for the rest of the week?

part of speech i35 | full (= strong) form 5E¥ 3 | reduced (=weak) form §§iE£ =
shall | auxiliary verb [J=l] [Ja]]
we personal pronoun [wi:] [wi]
Jor preposition [fo:1] [f1]
and conjunction [&nd] [n]

shared features of “Words with weak forms”

- they are monosyllabic

- they are function words Ijj§£id] (prepositions, conjunctions..): no (or little) lexical meaning
- they are extremely frequent in language
- two different pronunciations: strong fo
- the choice between the forms is decidedioy
- weak form is used much more often

d, full), weak form (de-stressed, reduced)
ic context

Weak form may never stand alone! It clings t

o stressed word (the-rest, two-
of-them). Such words are called CLITICS (Greek 3

II. STANDARD CHINESE has a very similar set
® monosyllabic personal pronouns AFR/ ]

® conjunctions % i [

® prepositions 71

® monosyllabic postpositions 5 & il: ol

® measure words =ii: : Wbey s, xie'tt ...

® modal verbs fE/E 5] - goehut-<>, xicang 18...

® “low-content” verbs: : oK H, zai 1F, shi &

® formal adverbs i« b »flHAL. it 56, hen 1R, dou B

-

They also have “strong form” (stressed) and “weak form” (unstressed). Examples:

part of speech 7% full form 2=, | reduced form §5iE3,
hé H conjunction [xx']* [x2]
shi R copula (“low-content” verb) | [s1:] U]
hén 1R adverb [xon]’ [x3]
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ta i personal pronoun [t"a:]" [t"]
zai TE preposition [tzar]’ [tza]
ge N measure word [kx"]" (ko]
bi K preposition [pi:]’ [p1]

xidng 1 modal verb [dag]’ (€3]

My (newly coined) term for these Chinese words: CLITICOIDS [éi fuzhué ci FEMtE1d]
“Something what looks like certain thing, but it is not quite like it ” (humanoid, asteroid...)
(cf. the Greek morpheme oid — “look like”). They mostly (but not always) behave as clitics.

Chinese CLITICS fiizhué ci fftZ&17]: structural particles [, 43, Hh, aspect particles 1, %,
iof, sentence particles "3, Mg, ... They always behave as clitics (no lexical tone — no
potential to be stressed).

The Clitics and Cliticoids are very frequent in speech! (high text coverage, fiigailii 75 i %)
Also, hard to learn. Therefore we should devote a special care to them in L2 teaching!

II1. Minichunks of speech Wéixing yitkuai fHEIVES: 2-3 syllable word strings
Efficient tool to exercise many things:

1. basic vocabulary

2. tone combinations (including the neutral tone)

3. unstressed pronunciation of the Clitics and Cliticoids

4. various stress patterns (@e, ¢® @ee e@ec 000 ¢00)

5. sentence intonation (statement vs. ma " questions)

Minichunks containing the Cliticoids: examples disyllabic trisyllabic
»  personal pronoun (as a subject) + verb niqu! 7% wo zhidao FHNIE
e verb + personal pronoun (as an object) ma 1a A madfan ni WRIFIR
e preposition + noun bad shii 1845 géi baba A EE
e preposition + place name zai nar 7EF)L  zai Béijing 1EL 3
*  noun + postposition shii shang W I zhuazi shang 51 -
» modal verb + content verb yao qu E7: yao chiiqu E 7
+  “low-content” verb + noun yourén N  shildoshi 7&%)T
¢  formal adverb + verb / adjective hén hdo 1RUf  hén piaoliang 1R
literature

CRUTTENDEN, Allan ed. Gimson’s Pronunciation of English. London: Arnold, 2001.

ROACH, Peter. English Phonetics and Phonology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996.

SVARNY, Old¥ich. The Functioning of the Prosodic Features in Chinese (Pekinese). Archiv Orientdlni, 1991, No.
2, pp. 208-216.

SVARNY, Old¥ich. Prosodic Features in Chinese (Pekinese): Prosodic transcription and statistical tables. Archiv
Orientdlni, 1991, No. 3, pp. 208-216.

TA0, Hongyin. Profiling the Mandarin spoken vocabulary based on corpora. In: Sun, Chaofen, Wang, S.Y.
William eds. Oxford Handbook in Chinese Linguistics. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 2014 (to appear).
Xiandai hanyu pinlii cidian [frekvencni slovnik soucasné ¢instiny]. Beijing Yuyanxueyuan chubanshe, 1986.
TRISKOVA, Hana. “Weak form words” in putonghua. Lecture presented in Beijing 2014: BLCU (June 11),
Institute of Linguistics CASS (June 12)

X140, Richard — RAYSON, Paul - MCENERY, Tony. A Frequency Dictionary of Mandarin Chinese. London:
Routledge, 2009.

WANG, Lifei ed. Advances in theoretical and empirical research on formulaic language / Yuyan yukuai yanjiu
de lilun yu shizheng. Shanghai: Shanghai waiyu jiiaoyu chubanshe, 2012.



