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Teaching Mandarin Pronunciation: Basic Types of Phonetic Chunks
HAND-OUT

High frequency words are typically:
1. monosyllabic
2. function words

Cf. the frequency dictionary Xiao et al. 2009:20 — top 8 words from the frequency index:

Frequency index

Frequency rank Headword in Simplified Chinese [Headword in Traditional
Chinese] /Pinyin/ (Optional HSK Level) Part of speech English gloss
llustrative example in Simplified Chinese and English translation of the example
Normalised frequency | Dispersion index | Usage rate | Optional register code

0001 #9[#9] /de/ (1) aux [structural particie used
after an attribute]
3E R — R IEE K KBE o Africa is a very
large continent.
236106 | 0.95 | 223484

0005

0006

0002 & [E]/shi/ (1) v be
R 2 E A UE ? Where are you from?
81965 | 0.83 | 67954

0007
0003 — [ —] /yi/ (1) num one, a, an
B TEI A — BEA ° There is a crowd of
people in front of the town hall.
69925 | 0.89 | 62263

0008
7£ [1£] /zdi/ (1) prep [indicating location or
time, etc.] at, in
#th A4 7E B35 © She sat at the window.
52774 | 0.94 | 49460

Important group of Chinese high frequency words: the Cliticoids & fiizhuo ci ZEM} % 1]

T [ T]/le/ (1) aux [aspect marker indicating
realisation of a situation]

#th S E#E T T 3R o She fell off her horse.
51296 | 0.9 | 46283

& [A1/ba/ (1) adv no, not
iX &4 FA&EIELE o You can’t park in this street.
50589 | 0.8 | 40245

#[:&]/wd/ (1) pron |, me

50 MEFD A IR B¢ & o Coffee and tea
stimulate me.

51365 | 0.71 | 36653

4 [{@]1 /ge/ (1) clas [generalised measure word
used for nouns without a specific measure term]
L BBis B — MY JE ° There is a village beyond
the hill.

36612 | 0.83 | 30504

(newly coined term derived from the common term clitic [ff# id])

monosyllabic personal pronouns:
conjunctions:

prepositions:

monosyllabic postpositions:
measure words:

modal verbs:

three “low-content” stative verbs:
three formal adverbs:

Shared features of the Cliticoids:
- they are monosyllabic

wo I, ni IR, ta fl...

hé F, tong I4]. ..

zai 8, ba 1, géi %45, bi th...
shang b, xia &, i B

ge N, zhong 1, wei fi7...
yao B, hui 2, xidng 18...
shi 7&, zai 7F, exist. you B
jin 5k, dou B, hen 18

- they are function words, or semantically bleached content words

- they are have a lexical tone
- they have two pronunciations:
a) stressed = full, “strong”

b) unstressed = reduced, “weak”

e.g. fth [t"a:]'
e.g. fif [t"]



The Cliticoids exhibit similar features as English Words with weak forms (i.e. monosyllabic
function words with two forms of pronunciation: 1. strong = stressed, 2. weak = unstressed
clitic; 2. is more common; cca 50-60 words). Example: the conjunction and: you and me —
you n me. Most common English WWF are:

articles: a, an, the

personal pronouns: you, he, she, we, he, him...

conjunctions: and, as, but, than, that...

prepositions: at, for, from, of, to...

modal verbs: can, could, may, might, must...

auxiliary verbs: am, is, are, have, has, had, do, does, was, shall, will...

The Cliticoids typically assume an unstressed form in connected speech. Short 2-3 syllabic
chunks of speech (yikuai 153), containing such unstressed forms, may be established. I call
them Phonetic Chunks (yinkuai &) (previously called Minimodules); newly coined term.

they may have various stress patterns:

o trochee ®¢  (season, na stil) mata S

e iamb *®  (delay, Tak co?) ni hdo RUF

+ dactyl ®ee  (flattery, na stromé) xihuan ta =Xt

e cretic @e® (Petr Pan, Co to jis?) zhé bén shit IX K5
* amphibrach e®e (remember, jak davno) géi baba “HEE

e bacchius *®® (when day breaks, Co shanis?) zai Béijing 1Edb
 palimbacchius ®®¢ (neat organ, dal zival) xuéxiao li I H

they may have various grammatical structures:
e.g.. personal pronoun functioning as a subject + verb: PP is a typical proclitic:
°® niqu! iE!  e®@e v zhidao FANIE

verb + personal pronoun functioning as an object: PP is a typical enclitic:
®e ma ta Bt ®ee mdfan ni WRIIR

Phonetic Chunks may be efficiently used in L2 teaching, particularly in teaching tricky
pronunciation of the Cliticoids. The unstressed forms of the Cliticoids are quite difficult to
master, displaying more or less drastic reductions (segmental reductions, reduction of syllable
duration, and reduction of tone).
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