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I. English has words with weak forms 5= id]: cca 50 monosyllabic function words
(articles, personal pronouns, conjunctions, prepositions, auxiliary verbs, modal verbs) with
two forms of pronunciation: strong (stressed, full, unreduced) and weak (unstressed,
phonetically reduced); the choice between the forms is constrained.

examples | part of speech full (= “strong”) form reduced (= “weak”) form
EIEN SR g

of preposition [pVv] [ov]

to preposition [t"u:] [ta]

for preposition [£5:1] [fa]

and conjunction [eend] [an], [n]

him personal pronoun [him] [1m]

the article [0i:] [0a], [O1]

can modal verb [k"zen] [kon]

are auxiliary verb [a:a] [aa], [1]

IL. Everyday colloquial Mandarin (putonghua) has cliticoids' 25317 (newly coined
term): cca 50 monosyll. function words with lexical tone (!) and two forms of pronunciation:
strong (stressed) and weak (unstressed); the choice between the forms is constrained.

® personal pronouns AFR{Lid: wo &, ni 1R, ta fh, nin 1&

® conjunctions % 1d: hé F, tong I4]. ..

® prepositions 71 zai 18, ba 18, bi b, géi 5.
® postpositions /5 & /7 717 shang L, xia F, i H..

® classifiers M4 = 17]: ge NN, ben A plus xié %8
® modal verbs At /E 511 yao E, hui 23, xidng 18...

® three “basic” verbs: (exist.) you H, zai 1E, shi 7&

® semantically “bleached” adverbs EALEI1E:  jin 5, hén 1R, dou &

! The new term cliticoid: “something what looks like a clitic, but is not quite like it” (cf. asteroid, humanoid...).
The common term clitic {3 17 derived from the Greek verb klinein = “to lean on”. Chinese 100% clitics are
monosyllabic function words without a lexical tone (the particles such as structural particles [, 3, Hh, sentence
particles ", WE, and aspect particles |, %, i). They always behave as enclitics.




examples part of speech full (= “strong’’) form | reduced (= “weak”) form
eSS SR g

shi 7 copula verb [s1:1* [s\]

xidng 8 modal verb [¢an]? [¢3]

hén 1R adverb [xon]® [x3]

ge A classifier [ky*T* [ka]

ta b personal pronoun [t"a:]! [ta]

zai fE preposition [tsar]* [tsa]

hé # conjunction [x¥*]* [xa]

* Correct usage of strong (stressed) and weak (unstressed) forms of the cliticoids is an
essential feature of everyday colloquial Mandarin (putonghua), though not of all
dialectal, stylistic etc. varieties of Chinese (e.g. Cantonese dialect, formal speeches,
slow speaking rate, Taiwanese guoyu)

*  “All-strong-form” pronunciation of the cliticoids results in unnatural, foreign accent
(may even lead to misunderstanding on the side of a listener)

* Speakers who are not familiar with the use of weak forms may have difficulty
understanding speakers who do use them

* Therefore the cliticoids should make an important chapter in teaching colloquial
Mandarin
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