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ORIENTAL INSTITUTE: A SHORT HISTORY*

The Oriental Institute originated basically due to two circumstances. Firstly, the young
Czechoslovak Republic, following up the early interest of inhabitants of this region in the
Orient, both near and far, felt the necessity of economic and cultural co-operation with
Eastern countries. Secondly, the famous Czech traveller, Arabist Alois Musil, succeeded in
winning over the President of the Czechoslovak Republic T. G. Masaryk, erstwhile student
of the Arabic at the Oriental Academy in Vienna (Masaryk originally wanted to become a
diplomat), for the idea of establishing some kind of Orientalist society “to foster cultural
and economic relations with the Orient.” Thus, essentially, the Oriental Institute owes its
existence to the initiative of A. Musil and the moral and financial support of T. G.
Masaryk.

President Masaryk in his letter to Chancellor P. Sdmal dated 15 November 1921,
concerning the distribution of money collected on the occasion of his 70" birthday,
recommends, apart from establishing a Slavonic institute, designed to study Slavonic
countries both from a scholarly and practical, particularly economic, point of view, to set
up a similar institute for Oriental studies, serving the same purposes. It was the then
Minister of Foreign Trade (later on President of the General Pension Fund) JUDr R.
Hotowetz, who set about the task of putting the president’s decision into effect and in
concert with the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Education, and Commerce, Industry and
Trade, respectively, carried out all preparatory work.

The actual establishment of the Oriental Institute came about on 25 January 1922, when
both chambers of the National Assembly passed the appropriate Act No. 27/1922, the
implementation of which was entrusted to the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Education and
Trade. Thus the Ministry of Commerce earmarked half a million Crowns for setting up the
library, the Ministry of Education allotted three million for purchasing the building,
namely the Lobkowicz (Lobkovicky) Palace at Mala Strana.

It took, however, some more time to build up the organisational structure of the Institute
and to commence functioning, and thus it was only on 25 November 1927 that the
President could nominate its first 34 Fellows. Their list comprised, from among the Czech,
Slovak and German Orientalists resident in Czechoslovakia, e.g., J. Bakos, A. Grohmann,
B. Hrozny, V. Lesny, F. Lexa, A. Musil, O. Pertold, R. RGZi¢ka, and J. Rypka; in addition,
geographers and travellers J. Danes and J. Kofensky, as well as representatives of the
entrepreneurial and financial circles, the Minister of Trade R. Hotowetz, Presidents of
Zivnostenskd banka R. Pilat and Agrérni banka K. Svoboda and others.
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The constituting General Assembly of the members of the Oriental Institute took place on
1 March 1928. It passed the Statutes and decided on the organisational structure of the
Institute, which was to consist of two sections, viz. research and economic (sanctioned
by the General Assembly on 27 May 1929). The orientation on the economic sphere
proved to be very profitable for the Institute. Its specialists monitored the economic
conditions in various eastern countries and their relations with Czechoslovakia. As a
result, the Institute was afforded considerable assistance in establishing and developing
cultural relations, received scholarships for study in the Orient, etc. The Research Section
concentrated above all on publishing books, holding scholarly lectures and organising
language courses. Rudolf Hotowetz was elected first President of the Institute (1929-38),
B. Hrozny became Vice-President and Z. Fafl Secretary.

Due to delays in reconstructing the Lobkowicz Palace, the Institute was obliged to
operate from April 1929 till February 1930 in the Veletrzni Palace. Only then it moved to
the new premises on the first floor of the Lobkowicz Palace. It was also in 1929 that the
first issue of Archiv orientalni, a scholarly quarterly journal spreading the reputation of
Czechoslovak Oriental studies first saw the light. The library of the Oriental Institute was
officially inaugurated in May 1931.

The administration of the Institute was vested in the Board of Management headed by
the President R. Hotowetz, with two Vice-Presidents and two Secretaries of the Research
and Economic sections, respectively. In the Research Section, these offices were held by
B. Hrozny and F. Lexa. In addition, there was a joint Committee elected by the two
Sections and charged with the duty of making plans for training and educational work.
Committee members in the Research Section were V. Lesny, J. Rypka, and M. Winternitz;
deputies included J. Bakos, O. Pertold, and F. Tauer. The first Research Section
comprised a total of 17 Fellows (in addition to those mentioned above, there were, e.g.,
3. Cerny, 1. Dobia$, A. Grohmann, O. Stein and others), 17 so-called “active” members
(among others, V. Chytil, V. Kalalova-di Lotti, L. Matous, E. St. Vraz, et alii) and 32
“corresponding” members (e.g., L. D. Barnett, A. Gardiner, H. Jacobi, T. Kowalski, S.
Lévi, A. Meillet, E. Denison Ross, F. W. Thomas et al.). In subsequent years, the
membership of the Research Section was increased by new, younger scholars many of
whom were later to become prominent Orientalists, e.qg., J. and M. Borecky, W. Gampert,
J. Hloucha, K. Jahn, J. Klima, P. Poucha, J. PrGsek and others.

In 1938, the term of office of the first President of the Oriental Institute R. Hotowetz
having expired, he was replaced by Bedfich Hrozny (1938-43). O. Pertold became
chairman of the Cultural Section and V. Lesny its secretary. Shortly afterwards, however,
the war broke out and the universities, chief platform of activities of the Institute’s
members, were closed. In 1943, the Oriental Institute was affiliated to the so-called
Reinhard Heydrich-Stiftung and Adolf Grohmann was placed at its head (1943-45). In
1944, following several relocations, the Institute was shifted from the Lobkowicz Palace
to cramped premises at No. 6, Humboldt (later Budecska) Street, where also its Library
outlasted the war. The only permitted activity of the Oriental Institute at that time was
teaching Oriental languages in much frequented evening courses (originally held in the
seat of the Institute at Vlasska Street, later on in the Japanese Embassy building at
Maltézské Square, temporarily also at Budelska Street in Vinohrady and finally in Neruda
Gymnasium at Mala Strana).

After the war, following a decision of the Ministry of Education dated 18 May 1945, the
Institute relocated to a vacated building of the convent of the Maltese Order at No. 4,
Lazenska Street at Praha 1 — Mala Strana. It was here that the memorable meeting of
Orientalists, convened by the Revolutionary Committee of the Oriental Institute, was held
on 28 May. At that meeting, J. Prisek, a leading representative of the new, dynamic
generation of Orientalists, spelled out a new programme which meant an important
watershed in the hitherto development of Czechoslovak Eastern studies, as well as a
starting point of their further progress: the Institute was to acquire the character of a
scholarly institution and to intensify its publication activities for the benefit of general



public. Vincenc Lesny became the new Director (1945-52), the Economic Section was
abolished, a popular-scientific monthly Novy Orient started to be published, former
language courses were remodelled into an independent, broadly-based School of Oriental
Languages, and the Institute gradually engaged some secondary-school professors, who,
by their publication work, had already shown capacity for research in Orientalist
disciplines.

The post-February 1948 Action-Group Committee wherein J. Priéek again played the
leading role put through new Statutes of the Institute and from 31 March 1948 the
administration devolved upon the Managing Committee headed by B. Hrozny, with J.
Prigek as his Deputy. V. Lesny who enjoyed confidence of all staff-members continued in
the office of Director. The process of changes culminated by the incorporation of the
Oriental Institute into the newly founded Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences (CSAS) in
1952. It was only then that the foundation was laid for constituting the Institute as a
fully-fledged research institution. In the same year Jaroslav Prisek became its new
Director (1952-71).

In the years that followed, the Institute passed through a period of rapid development.
Under the able guidance of Director Priek, the existing branches of study continued to
flourish, many new ones were established (e.g., African studies, Burmese, Caucasology,
Dravidology, Indonesian, Korean, Mongolian, Philippinese, Siamese, Tibetan, Vietnamese
studies, and others), a new Orientalist journal oriented abroad, New Orient Bimonthly,
started to be published (1960-68), etc. Despite the fact that the ruling regime even then
from time to time unduly interfered with scholarly research, the Institute had attained
significant achievements, both individual and collective. The international political context
(break-up of the world colonial system and emergence of numerous independent states
in Asia and Africa) led to the gradual, and welcome, shift of the centre of gravity of
research from classical disciplines to the study of modern languages, sociolinguistics,
lexicography, research in modern history, literatures, and so forth. Ample material
provision enabled frequent study or working stays of researchers abroad, as well as
unprecedented growth of the Institute’s libraries — General, Chinese Lu Xun’s, Korean
and Tibetan.

The tragic events in August 1968 and the subsequent disastrous so-called
“normalisation” period (1969-89) had cruel consequences for Czechoslovak Oriental
studies. A significant number of foremost Czech Orientalists emigrated abroad (e.g., M.
Jelinkova, M. Kalous, J. V. Neustupny, S. Segert, Z. Stupski, L. Zgusta, K. V. Zvelebil,
and others) to assert themselves, successfully, in foreign universities and research
institutions of the four continents. After the political purges in 1970, experts were
dismissed (among others, J. Fass, O. Hulec, H. KniZzkova, V. Miltner, A. Palat, S.
Pantic&ek, T. Pokora, et al.) and incompetent political protégés engaged in their stead.
The remaining scholars were compelled into following a new, ideologically-based
conception centred around “research of revolutionary processes in Asian and African
countries”, offensive fight with Maoism, study of problems of so-called Third World and
international communist and labour movement. Another institutional product of the
normalisation policy was the inorganic establishment of a Latin American department and
ultimately of a department for the study of imperialism and the U.S.A. A newly formed
department of Asian press and documentation was designed for the intractable
Sinologists who were charged with the task of preparing weekly digests and translations
from the Chinese press. Stewardship over such deformed Institute was entrusted to
Vaclav Oplustil (1971-73) and later on to Jaroslav Cesar (1973-90), both dutifully
fulfilling the directives of higher party and academic bodies. But even under these
oppressive circumstances a group of specialists found it possible to survive in the
Institute and to proceed successfully with their research work. Thus even during this
inglorious period in the Institute’s history there appeared numerous valuable
monographs, lexicographic works and above all translations from Oriental languages
which helped to perpetuate awareness of Asian cultures among the general public.



It was only the “Velvet” revolution in November 1989 that put an end to the
“normalisation” period in the Oriental Institute with all its concomitant wrongs and
shortcomings. The Institute, above all, got rid of its Director Cesar and all such
researchers who disqualified themselves by their lack of skills or productiveness. The
Commission for Redressing Wrongs set up on 19 December 1989 appealed to former
fellows of the Institute who were in the past hunted out or otherwise professionally
harmed to resume, as far as possible, their careers in Oriental and African studies.
Further it was necessary to prepare and put through a new conceptual framework of the
Institute taking into account its considerably depleted staff and dwindling financial
resources. In connection with the partition of the state the Institute was incorporated
into a newly structured Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic (ASCR, 1992).

The life of the Institute was severely affected by its eviction from its traditional seat at
Lazenska Street and subsequent relocation to the academic campus Mazanka in Praha 8
- Liberl. Running the organisation under the new dispensation was attended by
comparatively frequent changes in its top management: the first post-November Director
Zdené&k Miiller (January 1990 - October 1991) was followed by Svetozar Panti&ek
(October 1991 - May 1993), Jana Pecirkova (May 1993 - January 1994), and Petr
Charvat (in charge, February — May 1994). From May 1994 to date the office of the
Director of the Institute is held by Sinologist and Tibetologist Josef Kolmas. The newly
constituted Scientific Council of the Institute was presided by Z. Veseld (1990-91), J.
Kolmas (1992-94), and O. Hulec (1994-97).

In 1994 the Institute was donated a valuable Sinological library of an American Sinologist
John King Fairbank, professor emeritus of Harvard University; in 1995 it passed
successfully an evaluation procedure covering the period of 1990-95; in 1996 it became
involved in several projects of the “Programme of Scholarly Research in Key Domains of
Science Cultivated in the Academy of Science of the Czech Republic”; in 1997 its fellows
elected a new Scientific Council of the 4™ term (for the years 1997-2000, chairman L.
Hrebicek); in the same year it received a magnificent donation of books from the Korea
Foundation in Seoul for its Korean Library. In 2000, a new Scientific Council of the 5"
term (2000-02) was elected (chairman P. Charvat).

Apart from the General Library and four other specialised libraries (see below), the
secretariat and the economic management section, the Institute comprises three
research departments, viz. Department of Africa and the Near East, Department of South
Asia, and Department of East Asia. It goes on with publishing the quarterly journal Archiv
orientalni (1929-), monthly magazine Novy Orient (1945-), Archiv orientalni -
Supplementa series (1953-), monograph series Dissertationes orientales (1964-),
Bibliographical Series of the Oriental Institute (1977-), Orientalia Bohemica — Opera
Minora (2000-), etc. In addition to research activities, the Institute provides various
services to the state administration and general public such as expert advice and
consulting, translations, interpreting facilities, information service and lectures. Research
fellows teach at the Philosophical Faculty, the Hussite Theological Faculty, the
Pedagogical Faculty of Charles University in Prague, at the Philosophical Faculty and the
Faculty of Natural Sciences of Masaryk University in Brno, at the Faculty of Humanities,
West Bohemian University in Plzen, at the State Language School in Prague and
elsewhere. The Institute is also engaged in many international activities such as
conferences, long-term exchanges, teaching, lecturing and publishing abroad.

At present, four scholars holding the highest academic degree of “Doctor
of Sciences” (DrSc/DSc) are engaged in the OI, viz. (in the chronological
order of its acquisition):

Josef Kolmas (in the field of general history; awarded by the Czechoslovak
Academy of Sciences, on 20 March 1991), Blahoslav Hruska (in the field of
general history; awarded by the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, on



29 May 1991); Ludék Hrebicek (in the field of linguistics of concrete
language groups; awarded by the Philosophical Faculty of Masaryk
University, Brno, on 10 November 1992) and Petr Charvat (in the field of
archaeology; awarded by the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Repubilic,
on 21 March 1996).

Pedagogical degrees of “docent” (Associate Professor) have been acquired
by:

Blahoslav Hruska (in the field of religious studies and theory of religion, at
the Hussite Theological Faculty of Charles University, on 4 September
1995), Petr Charvat (in the field of Slavonic archaeology, at the
Philosophical Faculty of Masaryk University, on 1 November 1995), Josef
Kolmas (in the field of cultural anthropology, at the Faculty of Natural
Sciences of Masaryk University, on 1 February 1997) and MiloS Mendel (in
the field of political science, at the Faculty of Social Studies of Masaryk
University, 1 January 2000).

On the initiative of the management of the Ol and its Scientific Council it
was decided, starting from 1990, to put in eminent scholars for awards of
medals, diplomas or memorial plaques by the Czechoslovak Academy of
Sciences (since 1992 the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic), or
by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Physical Training of the Czech
Republic in consideration of their outstanding contributions to their
respective fields. Among those honoured were the following Czech and
Slovak Orientalists:

In 1991

- Lexicographic group of the Oriental Institute comprising Li Tai—chun
Hejzlarova, D. Heroldova (posthumously), Z. Hermanova (Head), P.
Kratochvil, Chang Ching-yu Rotterova, T'ang Yiin-ling Ruskova, D.
Svejnohové, L. Zgusta was awarded the Prize of the CSAS for nine-volume
Cesko-Cinsky slovnik [Czech-Chinese Dictionary], Praha 1974-84.

- Ivan Hrbek was awarded the FrantiSek Palacky Memorial Silver Plaque of
Merit for Promoting Social Sciences by the CSAS.

- Stanislav Segert was awarded the Josef Dobrovsky Memorial Silver
Plaque of Merit for Promoting Social Sciences by the CSAS.

- Ladislav Zgusta was awarded the Josef Dobrovsky Memorial Gold Plaque
of Merit for promoting Social Sciences by the CSAS.

In 1992

- The Editorial Board of the monthly periodical Novy Orient [New Orient]
was awarded the Prize of the CSAS for the Popularisation of Science.

- Gabriel Altman was awarded the Josef Dobrovsky Memorial Gold Plague
of Merit for Promoting Social Sciences by the CSAS.



- Timoteus Pokora was awarded (posthumously) the Frantisek Palacky
Memorial Gold Plaque of Merit for promoting Social Sciences by the CSAS.

- Kamil V. Zvelebil was awarded the Josef Dobrovsky Memorial Gold
Plaque of Merit for Promoting Social Sciences by the CSAS.

— Jaroslav Prisek was awarded (posthumously) the Josef Hldvka Prize by
the Josef, Marie and Zdenka Hlavka Foundation.

In 1993

- Josef Kolmas was awarded the FrantiSek Palacky Memorial Gold Plague
of Merit for promoting Social Sciences by the ASCR.

- Vladimir Miltner was awarded the Josef Dobrovsky Memorial Gold Plaque
of Merit for Promoting Social Sciences by the ASCR.

In 1994

- Ludék Hrebicek was awarded the Prize of the ASCR for his work Text in
Communication: Supra-Sentence Structures (Bochum 1992).

- Vénceslava Hrdlickova was awarded the FrantiSek Palacky Memorial Gold
Plaque of Merit for Promoting Social Sciences by the ASCR.

- Moshe Yegar (former Ambassador of the State of Israel in the CR) was
awarded the FrantiSek Palacky Memorial Gold Plaque of Merit for
promoting Social Sciences by the ASCR.

In 1996

- Petr Charvat was awarded the Prize of the Ministry of Education of the
CR for his work Ancient Mesopotamia: Humankind’s Long Journey into
Civilisation (Prague 1993).

In 1997

- Milena Dolezelova-Velingerova was awarded the Josef Dobrovsky
Memorial Gold Plaque of Merit for Promoting Social Sciences by the ASCR.

- Renata Svobodova received a diploma “For Devoted Services to the
ASCR”.

In 2000

- Jifi Prosecky heading a group of authors comprising B. Hruska, J. Heller,
P. Charvat, N. Novakova, J. Pecirkova, L. Pecha, V. Sadek, V. Soucek
(posthumously), and J. Souckova were honoured by the Prize of the ASCR
for their work Encyklopedie starovékého Predniho vychodu [Encyclopedia
of Ancient Near East], Praha 1999.

- Anna Kamelska received a diploma “For Devoted Services to the ASCR".



Since 1992 the Institute brings out a yearbook in English with full data
about its present staff, activities, eminent visitors, memberships in
national and international organisations, editorial boards etc., about
research projects and grants, lectures, teaching and publication activities
together with a detailed bibliography of book and journal publications by
individual fellows of the Institute, including titles in press (also available
on the Internet in a virtual form, see http://www.orient.cas.cz).

JOSEF KOLMAS




ORIENTAL INSTITUTE IN 2000

One of the main tasks of the Ol in the year 2000 was to get ready for the evaluation of
its research objectives and results in the period of 1995-1999 and no effort was spared
for the successful fulfilment of this end. First of all, “Working Papers used for Evaluating
Institutional Research Plans and Results of the OI” (90 pp.) have been prepared and
submitted for consideration to four foreign opponents, viz. Prof. Dr Per Kvaerne
(Norway), Dr Viera Pawlikova-Vilhanova (Slovakia), Prof. Dr Johannes Renger
(Germany), and Prof. Dr Zbigniew Stupski (Poland), who were asked to hand in their
expert opinions. Finally, a so-called internal assessment attended by two authorized
evaluators, Prof. Dr Miroslav Komarek (Chairman) and Prof. Dr Jan Bouzek (Vice-
Chairman) took place on 17 May.

On the basis of reports received from foreign opponents and the results of the
preliminary internal assessment, an on-the-spot evaluation participated by Prof. Komarek
and, on behalf of the OI, its Director J. Kolmas and Chairman of its Scientific Council P.
Charvat, was held on the premises of the OI on 11 October.

The Branch Appraisal Commission for Evaluating Research Objectives and Results of Institutes
of the ASCR in the Fields of Humanities and Social Sciences (chaired by Prof. Dr Jifi Pesek,
PhD) adopted at its session on 8 December a position document which was submitted on
20 December to the Director of the OI.

A. From the formal point of view, the Commission adjudged the format and technical
level of background materials submitted to it outstanding.

B. Having considered the scholarly content of overall design, research objectives, and
results of the Institute, the Commission stated that

a) The subject matter and aims spelled in the statement of objectives were fully in
consonance with the sphere of activity of the Institute as specified in its foundation
charter, and correspond to the needs and trends of contemporary development of the
field... Of great importance in the contemporary world context is the interest paid to
Islam. Consistent with the design of the Ol are also lexicographic activities as well as
extensive popularising and translation work. Intensively developing is also co-operation
of the Ol with universities, as well as with institutions abroad.

b) The results achieved in the years 1995-1999 are persuasive, nay imposing, especially
if we take into account the limited staff, the material situation of the Ol and the amount
of money it has at its disposal. It is obvious that under these circumstances the Institute
could have achieved such results only through purposeful, devoted and self-denying work
of all its members and its management.

¢) The reports of foreign opponents concurred in the opinion that the scholarly output of
the Ol is comparable to that of similar institutions abroad and represents not a mean
contribution to world Oriental studies. The Institute is therefore a research centre with
good prospects and deserves support and encouragement.

d) The Ol should be reinforced by enabling it to increase the number of trainees and
postgraduate students, making it thereby possible to prepare the necessary humbers of
prospective researchers. This would also alleviate the negative impact of the natural
aging of the research collective.

e) It is necessary to increase the financial appropriation for the Ol - approximately by 30
to 40 per cent (financially demanding research abroad, foreign travel, purchases of
literature and materials; costliness of own publishing activities). The budget of the
Institute is very underestimated.

Summary of the case and overall assessment



As composed today, the Oriental Institute of the ASCR has in its ranks a number
of outstanding researchers of international stature, has good prospects and
merits support. The Commission evaluated the results of the Institute and its
line of research as very good - grade A.

Recommendation:

The Appraisal Commission recommends to concentrate on bettering the age structure of
the Institute and to increase the share of research results published in scholarly journals
abroad.

A. Chronicle of Events

In the months of October 1999 through January 2000 an exhibition was held in the Lu
Xun Library featuring Chinese translations of literary works by Czech authors of the 19™
- first half of the 20" centuries available in the collections of this library (V. Kiecova).

On 27 January, a festive function combined with a discussion was held in the Prague Club
Malaché to release the book Transkripce ¢instiny [Transcription of Chinese] (2 vols.,
Praha 1999) by fellows of the Department of East Asia H. Triskova and V. LiS¢ak.

Inauguration of the rector of the Palacky University in Olomouc Prof. MUDr et PhDr Jana
Macdakova and of five Deans of its Faculties on 1 February was attended, on behalf of the
Ol, by its Director J. Kolmas.

In February, Lu Xun Library prepared another exhibition of books from its collections, this
time devoted to Chinese translations of Classical literature (V. Kiecova).

A festive gathering in the Institute of Information Science (in whose premises the Ol
houses its General Library collections) on the occasion of the completion of the term of
office of the hitherto Director Prof. RNDr Petr Hajek and the induction of Assoc. Prof. Jifi
Wiedermann as his successor on 25 February was attended, on behalf of the OlI, by its
Director J. Kolmas.

The same also represented the OI at a formal opening of Dim humanitnich pracovist
[House of Research Centres in the Humanities] incorporating the Institute of Ethnology,
Masaryk Institute, Institute for Classical Studies, Department of Languages and editorial
offices of journals Tvar and Vesmir at Praha 1, Na Florenci, which took place on 29
February.

Following mandatory preliminaries, an election of the new Scientific Council of the Ol for
the term of office 2000-02 was held on 14 April. Elected were: J. Filipsky, P. Charvat
(chairman), M. Mendel (deputy chairman), L. Obuchova, H. Tfiskova (internal members);
Dr D. Markova, Prof. Dr Jaroslav Oliverius, Prof. Dr Jaroslav Spunar and Prof. Dr Jaroslav
Vacek (external members).

On 16 May a festive gathering was organised by the Ol to celebrate 80™ birth 5
anniversary of former fellow of the Ol, Sinologist-Linguist Assoc. Prof. Oldfich Svarny.

On behalf of the OI, Director J. Kolmas attended the celebration on the occasion of the
25" anniversary of the foundation of the neighbouring Institute of Information Science on
16 June.

Arabist, former Director of the Ol (1991-93) and lately Chief Editor of the monthly
journal of the OI Novy Orient Dr Svetozar Panttcek left our scholarly community forever
on 20 June.

A soirée to mark the life anniversaries of three former fellows of the OI and still active
researchers Dr Jifi Becka (85), Dr Miloslav Krasa (80) and Dr Dusan Zbavitel (75) was



organised on 25 October in the Naprstek Museum by L. Obuchova, Editor-in- Chief of the
quarterly journal Archiv orientalni and chairperson of the Czech Oriental Society.

B. Labour Turnover and Staff Changes including Nominations to Functions

From 1 January to 30 June, the Ol employed in its Department of Africa and the Near
East, on a part-time basis, Ing. Mesfin Gedlu, PhD.

From 1 January to 30 April and again from 15 September to 31 December, V. Hfichova
was employed as a temporary stand-in in the reprographic section.

With effect from 3 January, |. Heger took up his alternative (civil) military service of 18
months’ duration in the Library of the OI.

Between 3 February and 31 May, V. Engelthaler was engaged as a relief clerk in the
Library.

By its resolution dated 22 February, the Academy Council of the ASCR nominated J.
Prosecky member of the Branch Appraisal Commission for Evaluating Research Objectives
and Results of Institutes of ASCR in 1999-2001 in the Fields of Humanities and Social
Sciences.

M. Mendel was elected member of the 9" Section of the Grant Agency of the ASCR (25
May).

The alternative 18-month-long military service of V. Bielicky in the Library of the OI
having terminated by 31 May, he was replaced, from 1 June, in the same position by I.
Kubat.

A new collective agreement to be effective in the period between 1 June 2000 and 14
May 2002 was entered into with the management as proposed by the Labour
Organisation of the OI.

On 15 June, the Department of South Asia was rejoined by its former fellow S.
Vavrouskova. (The Municipal Court in Prague by its judgment dated 28 April 2000
declared invalid the notice of dismissal given to S. Vavrouskova on 15 February 1996.
This is to amend the piece of information referring to the cause in question in the Annual
Report Oriental Institute 1996, pp. 4-5.)

With effect from 1 August, J. Jirouskova and L. Pecha were appointed, respectively,
Editor-in-Chief and Executive Editor of Novy Orient.

On 1 September, the management of the Korean Library of the Ol (on the basis of a
grant from the Korea Foundation to expire by 31 August 2001) was assumed by a young
Koreanist J. Klubrtova.

On 1 October, I. Boksteflova and Z. Rakova took up a three-months’ engagement as
relief clerks in the Library of the OI.

Following a request of the Czech Surveying and Cadastral Office for co-operation in its
Nomenclative Commission dealing with codification of local names, the Ol on 1 October
delegated V. LiSCak to become member thereof.

On 6 October, R. Hefman left for an 18-months’ study stay in Japan.

B. Hruska was entrusted, on behalf of the OI, with the task of co-operating with the
Historical Institute of the ASCR in the preparation of “Encyclopedia of Czech History” (13
October).



The Oriental Institute was or still is represented in the managing organs of the AS and/or
Charles University; in the Academy Assembly of the ASCR, by J. Kolmas (ex offo
member) and B. Hruska (elected member), in the Council for Sciences of the ASCR, by P.
Charvat and J. Kolmas. Active in the Grant Agencies are P. Charvat (vice-president of the
Supervisory Council of the GACR), V. Lis¢ak, M. Mendel and J. Strnad (GAAS), and B.
Hruska (GA of Charles University).

In general, fellows of the Ol in the course of the year frequently co-operated with the
mass media, appeared on TV and gave talks on the radio, delivered lectures at local and
foreign universities, taught and organised language courses at different types of schools
(see below, in appropriate sections of the yearbook).

With the creation of its own home page (http://www.orient.cas.cz) the Institute obtained
a handy instrument for propagating its activities both at home and abroad. Located upon
it is a scanned card catalogue listing titles acquired by the General Library, the Korean
Library, and the Tibetan Library of the Oriental Institute. Titles acquired since 1992,
including those kept in the John King Fairbank Library, are to be found in the
consolidated electronic catalogue of the Academy Institute Libraries that can be searched
according to various criteria using search engine EXCALIBUR; the catalogue is accessible
through a link from the home page of the OI.

The publication of the present and all subsequent yearbooks on the Internet belongs to
the same category of making our activities more visible.

As far as our financial situation allowed, we went on with equipping the Institute with
necessary material and hardware and improving the working conditions.

C. Book Output

For the most significant publications produced by the fellows of the Institute in the course
of 2000, see the following:

In the Department of Africa and the Near East -

L. Hrebicek, Variation in Sequences. (Contributions to General Text Theory). Oriental
Institute, Prague 2000.

Cesta do nebe. Jihoafrické myty, legendy a vypravéni [Journey to Heaven. South African
Myths, Legends and Narratives]. Vybral, usporadal a prelozil [Selected, arranged and
translated by] O. Hulec. Nakladatelstvi Lidové noviny, Praha 2000.

M. Mendel, NdboZenstvi v boji o Palestinu. Judaismus, isldm a kfestanstvi jako ideologie
etnického konfliktu [Religion in the Struggle for Palestine. Judaism, Islam and Christianity as
Ideologies of an Ethnical Conflict]. Atlantis, Brno 2000.

Moderni marocké povidky [Modern Moroccan Short Stories]. PFel. [Transl. by] S. Panticek.
Dar Ibn Rushd, Praha 2000.

J. Pelirkova, Asyrie - od méstského statu k FiSi [Assyria. From the City State to Empire].
Academia, Praha 2000.

L. Pecha et al., Zaklady starobabylonstiny [Fundamentals of Old Babylonian]. Karolinum,
Praha 2000.

In the Department of South Asia -

M. Krdsa, India’s Emerging Foreign Policy. Early Endeavours and Challenges. Edited by J.
Filipsky. Oriental Institute, Praha 2000 (Orientalia Bohemica - Opera Minora, Vol. 2).



V. Miltner (1), Hindi Astadhyayti.. or Hindi Vade-mecum. Edited by J. Vacek. The Carolinum
Press, Prague 2000.

V. Porizka, Opera Minora. Studies in the Bhagavadg...ta and New Indo-Aryan Languages.
Edited by J. Strnad. Oriental Institute, Prague 2000 (Orientalia Bohemica — Opera Minora,
Vol. 1).

In the Department of East Asia -

Cerny mrak v bilém. Tibetska lidova poezie [Black Cloud in a White One. Tibetan Folk
Poetry]. Prel. [Transl. by] J. Kolmas & J. Stroblova. Nakladatelstvi Augustin Milata
Scholaforum, Ostrava 2000.

V. Lis¢ak, Cina. DobrodruZstvi Hedvabné cesty (Po stopach stykd Vychod - Z&pad [China.
The Silk Way Adventure. Tracing East—-West Contacts]. Nakladatelstvi SET OUT, Praha 2000.

I'. Obuchova, Cinské symboly [Chinese Symbols]. Grada Publishing, Praha 2000.

W. D. Zagabpa (W. D. Shakabpa), Dé&jiny Tibetu [Tibet. A Political History]. Prel. a doplnil
[Transl. and supplemented by] J. Kolmas. Nakladatelstvi Lidové noviny, Praha 2000.

D. Stays of OI Fellows Abroad

Eight fellows of the Institute left for shorter or longer study stays abroad or to participate
in international symposia, viz.

J. Filipsky - India (22. 1. - 26. 3.), Canada (9. 9. - 6. 12.). J. Holba - Switzerland (9. 5.
- 2. 7.). B. Hruska - Germany (13. - 19. 2., 4. - 8. 4.). L. Chaloupkova - Buryat
Republic and Mongolia (14. 7. - 9. 9.). P. Charvat - Slovakia (10. - 11. 2.), France (9. -
13.5.,,9.-16.7.,7.-17.9.,22. 10. - 6. 11.), Spain (25. - 29. 5.). M. Mendel -
Germany (28. 8. - 2. 9.), United Arab Emirates (21. - 26. 10.). P. Stépanek - Turkey
(16. 5. - 20. 8.). H. Tfiskova - China (30. 7. - 21. 8.), Italy (31. 8. - 3. 9.).

Josef Kolmas
Director

Prague, December 2000
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Orientalni Gstav Akademie véd Ceské republiky

[Oriental Institute of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic]
(as of 31st December 2000)

Address: Pod vodarenskou vézi 4

182 08 Praha 8 - Liben

Tel: (4202) 6605 2492 (Secretariat)

Fax: (4202) 689 7260

E-mail: orient@orient.cas.cz

STAFF

Administration

Director: Prof. Josef Kolmas, DSc

(tel: [4202] 6605 2484; fax: [4202] 858 5627; kolmas@orient.cas.cz)
Deputy Director: Dr Jifi Prosecky, PhD

(tel: [4202] 6605 2401 ; prosecky@orient.cas.cz)

Secretary: Jitka Princova (tel: [4202] 6605 2492; orient@orient.cas.cz)
Scientific Council

Chairman: Prof. Petr Charvat, DSc

(tel: [4202] 6605 3708; charvat@orient.cas.cz)

Internal members: Dr Jan Filipsky, PhD, Prof. MiloS Mendel, PhD (deputy chairman), Dr
Lubica Obuchova, Dr Hana Triskova.

External members: Dr Dagmar Markova, PhD, Prof. Jaroslav Oliverius, PhD, Prof. Pavel
Spunar, PhD, Prof. Jaroslav Vacek, PhD

Department of Africa and the Near East
Head: Dr Jana Pecirkova, PhD (tel: [4202] 6605 3709; pecirko@orient.cas.cz)
Fellows:

Mgr. Klara Brenova



Ing. Mesfin Gedlu, PhD (from 1 January to 30 June)
Prof. Blahoslav Hruska, DSc (hruska@orient.cas.cz)
Dr Ludék Hrebicek, DSc (hrebicek@orient.cas.cz)
Dr Otakar Hulec, PhD (hulec@orient.cas.cz)

Prof. Petr Charvat, DSc (charvat@orient.cas.cz)
Mgr. Jana Jirouskova (jirous@orient.cas.cz)

Prof. Milos Mendel, PhD (mendel@orient.cas.cz)

Dr Svetozar Pantdéek, PhD - till 20 June

Dr Lukas Pecha, PhD (pecha@orient.cas.cz)

Dr Jifi Prosecky, PhD

Mgr. Petr Stépanek (pstepane@orient.cas.cz)

Department of South Asia

Head: Dr Jaroslav Strnad, PhD (tel: [4202] 6605 3704; strnad@ orient.cas.cz)
Fellows:

Dr Jan Filipsky, PhD (filipsky@orient.cas.cz)

Mgr. Jifi Holba (holba@orient.cas.cz)

Dr Jaroslav Holman (holman@orient.cas.cz)

Mgr. Renata Svobodova (renata@orient.cas.cz)

Dr Stanislava Vavrouskova, PhD (vavro@orient.cas.cz)

Department of East Asia

Head: Dr Vladimir LiS¢ak, PhD (tel: [4202] 6605 2412; liscak@ orient.cas.cz)
Fellows:

Mgr. Vladimir Ando (ando@orient.cas.cz)

Mgr. Robin Hefman (robin@orient.cas.cz)

Dr Lygzima Chaloupkova (chaloupk@orient.cas. cz)

Prof. Josef Kolmas, DSc



Mgr. Dita Nymburska (dita@orient.cas.cz)
Dr Lubica Obuchova (aror@orient.cas.cz)

Dr Hana Ttiskova (triskova@orient.cas.cz)

Library

(tel: [4202] 6605 3297, 6605 3950, 689 7166; oilib@orient.cas.cz)

Chief Librarian: Mgr. Olga Stankovic¢ova (katalog@orient.cas.cz)

Library Staff:

Sabina Dubovska (General Library)

Mgr. Jolana Klubrtova (Korean Library, from 1 September) — korlib@orient.cas.cz
Mgr. Véra Kiecova (Chinese Library) - kiecova@orient.cas.cz

Economic Management and Service Staff

Head: Hana Javornicka (tel: [4202] 6605 3713, 689 7828; hsou@ orient.cas.cz)
Staff:

Hana Bechyriova

Anna Kamelska

Editorial Committee

Chairman: Dr Jifi Prosecky, PhD
Members:

Mgr. Jana Jirouskova (from 1 August)
Prof. Josef Kolmas, DSc

Dr Lubica Obuchova

Dr Svetozar Pantléek, PhD (till 20 June)
Mgr. Olga Stankovicova

Editorial Offices

Archiv orientalni (tel: [4202] 6605 2483; aror@orient.cas.cz)

Novy Orient (tel: [4202] 6605 3523; novor@orient.cas.cz)



The areas of interest covered by the three research departments as well as the research
profiles of their individual members:

Department of Africa and the Near East

African studies:

e History of the South African region (O. Hulec).

¢ Material culture of the Sub-Saharan Africa (J. Jirouskova).

Ancient Near Eastern studies:

e Biblical and Ugaritic studies (K. Bfernova).

e Sumerians and Semites in the 3"-2" millennium B.C., Sumerian and Akkadian religion,
digitalisation of Sumerian cuneiform tablets (B. Hruska).

e Prehistory and early history of the area with special reference to the emergence of
statehood in Mesopotamia (P. Charvat).

e History of the ancient Near East, particularly the history of Assyrian, and the first
millennium empires (J. Pecirkova).

e History of the Old-Babylonian Period (L. Pecha)

e Akkadian literature (J. Prosecky).

Arabic studies:

e Modern history of the Arab countries, classical and modern Islam (M. Mendel).

« Arabic literature, esp. the literatures of North Africa (S. Pantlcek - till 20 June).

Turkological studies:

e Turkic languages, quantitative linguistics (L. Hrebicek).

e History of the Ottoman Empire (P. Stépanek).

Department of South Asia

Indian studies:




e Political and cultural history of India with special regard to the Dravidian South. Tamil
language and literature, orality and texts, historical ballads. Hindu mythology. South
Asian politics, with special regard to ethnic relations in Sri Lanka (J. Filipsky).

¢ Buddhist philosophy (J. Holba).
e Modern history of India with special regard to Indian federalism (J. Holman).

¢ Indo-Aryan languages (Sanskrit and Hindi), Hindi lexicography, medieval (mainly
Mughal) history (J. Strnad).

e Modern history of India, Hindi literature (R. Svobodova).

¢ History of India (South Asia) with special regard to religious and political problems
(communalism). Sanskrit — language, literature, lexicography (S. Vavrouskova).

DDepartment of East Asia

Chinese studies:

e Theory of traditional Chinese medicine, Taoist gigong and Taoism (V. Ando).
¢ Silk Road and China; minority nationalities in China; early Chinese Buddhism (V.
LiS¢ak).

¢ Chinese culture and literature, culture of minority nationalities in China, modern Chinese
history (L. Obuchova).

¢ Modern Chinese phonetics, esp. prosody; Chinese lexicography (H. Triskova).

Japanese studies:

e The roots of Japanese philosophy and aesthetic tradition (R. Hefman) - till 6 October.

. Modern Japanese society with special regard to the role of the individual in
contemporary Japan, Japanese language (D. Nymburska).

Korean studies:

e Modern Korean literature (J. Klubrtova).

Mongolian studies:

e Mongolian literature; Buddhism among the Mongols; Cataloguing of Tibetan and
Mongolian MSS. and blockprints (L. Chaloupkova).

Tibetan studies:




e Anthropology, history and culture of the peoples of China and Tibet; Tibetan history
and literature; Tibetan Buddhism (J. Kolmas).

Library of the Oriental Institute

With its 197,000 volumes, the OI's library constitutes the second largest library among all
the institutes of the Academy of Sciences. It consists of the so-called General Library,
Chinese Lu Xun Library, Korean Library, Tibetan Library, and John King Fairbank Library. It
offers publications pertaining to history, literatures, languages, religions, and cultures of the
countries of Asia and Africa. It is open not only to Ol fellows but also to other specialists,
first and foremost teachers and university professors specialising in Oriental subjects.

The Library houses 2,700 periodical titles and at present it receives some 140 titles of
mostly foreign journals annually. It cooperates with more than one hundred foreign
institutions and its yearly book accessions amount to some 500-1,000 volumes. In this
manner it provides a solid information base to all those interested in the complex problems
of Asian and African countries. In 2000, its collections were enriched by 100 titles donated
by the Fakultat flir Ostasienwissenschaft of Ruhr-Universitat in Bochum, and by more
than 1,000 book volumes from a generous grant by the former fellow of the OI Adéla
KFikavova and her husband Assoc. Prof. Rudolf Brepta. Total accessions in 2000
amounted to 1,100 book titles and complete volumes of periodicals.

Readers have at their disposal not only classic card catalogues but also a computer
database under the programme CDS/ISIS of new library accessions (from 1991). The Ol
library is being integrated into the LINCA (Library Information Network of the Czech
Academy of Sciences) programme, representing a component of the CASLIN (Czech and
Slovak Library Information Network) programme. This aims at offering access to
information resources by electronic means on a wide international scale. The catalogues of
the General Orientalist Library and of Tibetan Library (Kanjur and Tanjur) are accessible on
the Internet in a virtual form (see, http://www.orient.cas.cz/); new acquisitions from 1992-
98 have been made available through the Library Information System of the Academy.

The Library preserves valuable old prints and Oriental manuscripts.

Users of the Library have access to reprographic services (xerocopying, photocopying and micro-
filming of selected information sources).

The Chinese Lu Xun library houses a special collection of Chinese books. With its 67,000
volumes it constitutes the second largest library of the Institute. At present, visitors have
at their disposal only classic card catalogues. A new quarterly bulletin "Acquisitions to the
Chinese Lu Xun Library” is being published since March 1999. New acquisitions listed in
the four issues of the bulletin in 2000 amount to almost 200 books.

As planned, since Spring 1999 the Korean Library started functioning in the newly
furnished premises. It presently houses more than 3,500 volumes. Its yearly book
accessions are not numerous, but thanks to two generous donations received in 1996
and 1997 from the Korea Foundation, its funds were considerably enriched by nearly



1,000 South Korean publications (before 1989, the book collections in the Korean Library
were mostly of North Korean provenance). The new premises of the Korean Library also
include study facilities.

The General Library of the Oriental Institute is located at Pod vodarenskou vézi 2,
Praha 8, the Chinese, Korean, Tibetan and John King Fairbank Libraries are located at
Pod vodarenskou vézi 4, Praha 8. All these Institute’s libraries are open on Tuesdays
and Thursdays between 9 and 12 a.m. and from 1 to 4 p.m.

Library staff:

General Library -0. Stankovicova (Head), S. Dubovska
Chinese Lu Xun Library — V. Kiecova

Korean Library — J. Klubrtova (from 1 September)
Tibetan Book Fund - J. Kolmas

John King Fairbank Library - V. Kiecova



VISITORS
During the year 2000 the Institute was honoured by the visits of:
Prof. Chen Guu-Ying, professor of philosophy, National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan

H.E. Chang-Beom Cho, Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary of the Republic of
Korea in the Czech Republic

Mr Chen Jiangong, Director of Creative Research Department of Chinese Writers'
Association, Beijing, China

Delegation of China Federation of Literary & Art Circles lead by Poet & Lyricist Chen
Xiaoguang, Beijing, China

Prof. Azis B. DZuraev, Tashkent University linguist, Uzbekistan

Prof. J. M. Galik, DSc, Institute of Oriental Studies, Slovak Academy of Sciences,
Bratislava, Slovakia

Mr Elahe Hafezi, Advisor to the Minister of Culture & Islamic Guidance on International
Affairs, Teheran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Dr Michel Hockx, Lecturer in Modern Chinese Literature and Language, Department of
East Asia, School of Oriental & African Studies, University of London, London, United
Kingdom

Prof. PhDr Vénceslava Hrdlickova, CSc. (retired)
H.E. Dr Véra Jefabkova, PhD, Ambassador of the Czech Republic in the Cyprus Republic

H.E. Sharif Khodaei, Chargé d' Affaires, Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the
Czech Republic

H.E. Dae-Hee Lee, Consul, Embassy of the Republic of Korea in the Czech Republic

H.E. Li Changhe, Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the People's Republic of
China in the Czech Republic

Mr Liu Wencai, Guangming Daily Correspondent, Beijing, China

Mr Liu Zuoyi, Program Manager, Division of Policy, National Natural Science Foundation
of China, Beijing, China

Prof. LU Beilei, Deputy Director-General, Bureau of International Cooperation, National
Natural Science Foundation of China, Beijing, China

Prof. Colin Mackerras, PhD, School of Asian & International Studies, Griffith University,
Brisbane, Australia

Prof. Jurabek Nazriev, Director, Institute of Oriental Studies & Written Heritage,
Dushanbe, Republic of Tajikistan

Prof. Jifi V. Neustupny, Professor emeritus, Obirin University, Tokyo, Japan



H.E. Abbas Norouzi, Third Counsellor, Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the
Czech Republic

Prof. Mei-Yueh Pan, Department of Chinese Literature and Department of Library &
Information Science, National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan

H.E. PhDr Zdenék Polacek, PhD, Ambassador of the Czech Republic in Ethiopia

H.E. Dr Sylvester B. Rascher, Chargé d' Affaires a.i., South African Embassy in the Czech
Republic

Prof. Dr Boris L'vovic Riftin, Corresponding Member of Russian Academy of Sciences,
Research Fellow of the Institute of World Literature, Moscow

Dr Jifi RGZek, Director, Security Information Service, Prague, Czech Republic

Mgr. Martin Slobodnik, Institute of Oriental Studies, Slovak Academy of Sciences,
Bratislava, Slovakia

Prof. Karel Werner, School of Oriental & African Studies, University of London, London,
United Kingdom

Mr Wu Guozheng, Editor, “Progress in Natural Science”, National Natural Science
Foundation of China, Beijing, China

Mr Xu Peidong, Vice Chairman of China Copyright Institute, Beijing, China
Mrs Zhou Xiaoqin, Guangming Daily Correspondent, Beijing, China

Prof. Zu Guang'an, Executive Director, Department of Publication, National Natural
Science Foundation of China, Beijing, China



MONOGRAPH SERIES AND NON-SERIAL PUBLICATIONS

Non-Serial Publications

Ludék Hrebicek, Variation in Sequences. (Contributions to General Text Theory).
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Oriental Institute, Prague 2000, 132 pp.
ISBN 80-85425-37-8.

Miloslav Krasa, India’s Emerging Foreign Policy. Early Endeavours and Challenges.
Edited by Jan Filipsky. Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Oriental Institute,
Prague 2000, 269 pp. Orientalia Bohemica — Opera Minora, Volume 2. ISBN 80-85425-
38-6, ISSN 1212-9542.

Vincenc Porizka, Opera Minora. Studies in the Bhagavadg...ta and New Indo-Aryan
Languages. Edited by Jaroslav Strnad. Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic,
Oriental Institute, Prague 2000, 277 pp. Orientalia Bohemica - Opera Minora, Volume 1.
ISBN 80-85425-36-X, ISSN 1212-9542.

New Orient Bimonthly. Index to Volumes 1-7 (1960-1968). Compiled by David
Chaloupka & Jana Jirouskova. Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Oriental
Institute, Prague 2000, 48 pp. ISBN 80-85425-41-6.

Miroslav Barta and Jaromir Krejci (eds.), Abusir and Saggara in the Year 2000.
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Oriental Institute, Praha 2000, xxi, 612 pp.,
72 pp. ills., map. Archiv orientalni. Supplementa, IX (2000). ISSN 0570-6815; ISBN 80-
85425-39-4.

Accession Lists - General Library

PFirstky V$eobecné knihovny za mésice XI. 1999 - XI. 2000 [Accessions to the General
Library for the months of November 1999 to November 2000]. Zpracovala [Compiled by]
Mgr. Olga Stankovi¢ova. Knihovna Orientalniho Gstavu AV CR [Library of the Oriental
Institute AS CR], Praha 2000. 4 issues. 14 + 15 + 15 + 17 pp. (mimeo.).

Accession Lists - Lu Xun Library

PFirlstky &inské knihovny & 1/2000 (leden - bfezen 2000) - & 4/2000 (fijen - prosinec
2000) [Accessions to the Chinese Library No. 1/2000 (January — March 2000) - No.
4/2000 (October — December 2000)]. Zpracovala [Compiled by] Mgr. Véra Kiecova.
Cinska Lu Stinova knihovna [Chinese Lu Xun Library], Praha 2000-2001. 4 issues. 10 +
12 + 6 + 9 pp. (Mimeo.).

Rejstfiky k Prir(stkim &inské knihovny za rok 2000 [Indices to the Accessions to the
Chinese Library for the year 2000]. Zpracovala [Compiled by] Mgr. Véra Kiecova. Cinska
Lu Stnova knihovna [Chinese Lu Xun Library], Praha 2001, 20 pp. (mimeo.).

PERIODICALS



Archiv orientalni. Quarterly Journal of African and Asian Studies (1929-). Founded by
Bedrich Hrozny. ISSN 0044-8699.

Edited by Lubica Obuchova.

Editorial board members: Jifi BeCka (Praha), Xénia Celnarova (Bratislava), Zdenka
Hefmanova (Praha), Blahoslav Hruska (Praha), Ludék Hrebic¢ek (Praha), Josef Kolmas
(Praha), Lubos Kropacek (Praha), Anthony V. Liman (Vancouver), Olga Lomova (Praha),
Jaromir Malek (Oxford), Dagmar Markova (Praha), Wolf B. Oerter (Praha), Jaroslav
Oliverius (Praha), Stanislav Segert (Los Angeles), Zbigniew Stupski (Warszawa), Jaroslav
Vacek (Praha), Rudolf Vesely (Praha), Petr Zemanek (Praha), Ladislav Zgusta (Urbana).

Quarterly journal of the Oriental Institute published at Academia Publishing House bringing out
articles written in English, German or French in the field of history, economy, culture and
society of African and Asian countries. Reviews of books and annotations appear regularly in
every issue. For the contents of single issues see the web site http://
www.orient.cas.cz/journals/.

Apart from the journal, a monograph series Monografie Archivu orientalniho was published in
1933-1942 (and 1962) and in recent years the editors launched two new products bearing the
imprint of Archiv orientdlni and appearing irregularly, viz.,

Archiv orientdini. Ceské fada [Oriental Archives. Czech Language Series] (1999-). ISSN
1212-6896; and

Archiv orientalni Supplementa (1953-1959, 1992-). ISSN 0570-6815.

In 2000, a voluminous ninth volume of Supplementa was published under the title Abusir
and Saqqara in the year 2000 (ISBN 80-85425-39-4). Edited by Miroslav Barta & Jaromir
Krejci from the Czech Institute of Egyptology, Praha, it contains an introductory part (pp.
v-xxi), forty-two research papers written in English, German and French by renowned
Egyptologists from the Czech Republic and from abroad (pp. 1-602), indices (pp. 603-
612), one inserted map, and 78 pp. of black-and-white photographs on coated paper.

Novy Orient [New Orient](1945-). ISSN 0029-5302.

Edited by Svetozar Pantl&ek (till 20 June), Jana Jiroukova (from 1 August). Editorial
board members: Otakar Hulec, Josef Kolmas, Oldfich Kral, Dagmar Markova, Miriam
Léwensteinova, Jana Pecirkova, Renata Svobodova, Hana Triskova.

Monthly journal of the Oriental Institute, addressing broader Czech public and reflecting its
ever-growing interest in Asian and African societies and cultures. Novy Orient provides its
readers with articles of popular character trying to present objective information about
countries of Asia and Africa, their civilisations and contemporary developments.




LONG-TERM RESEARCH PROJECTS

V. Ando: 1. Klasicka ¢inska medicina. Zaklady teorie [Classical Chinese Medicine. Basic
theory]. This five-volume work (ca. 1,500-2,000 pp.), based on original Chinese sources,
will cover the whole theoretical basis of Chinese medicine and will provide a detailed
explanation of its disciplines from the philosophical background up to the methods of
examination and diagnostics.

2. Nan-ting. Klasicka kniha sloZitych otdzek [Nanjing. Canon of difficulties]. Translation from
Chinese with notes and commentaries.

3. Cinsko-cesky vykladovy slovnik tradi¢ni ¢inské mediciny [Chinese-Czech Lexicon of
Traditional Chinese Medicine]. The work containing 15,000 - 20,000 entries will explain
terms from all branches of Chinese medicine, including basic theory, acupuncture,
fytotherapy, gigong, etc. Elaborated in cooperation with physicians and graduates of
Chinese medicine.

4. Li S'-¢en: Pin-chu maj-siie. Pin-chuovo uéeni o vysetfovani pulsu [Li Shizhen: Binhu
Maixue. Binhu's teaching on examination of pulses]. Translation from Chinese with notes
and commentaries, translated in cooperation with physicians.

K. BFenova: The Ideas of After-life Existence in the Old Testament (PhD dissertation
research).

R. Hefman: 1. Concepts of "Nature” in the History of Japanese Thought (PhD dissertation
research).

2. Encyclopedia of Japanese Culture.

J. Holba: Vadzraéchédikapradznidparamitasutra [Vajracchedikaprajfidparamitasdtra]. (PhD
dissertation research, Charles University, Praha).

J. Holman: Roots of Indian Federalism (1905-1956). (PhD dissertation research, Charles
University, Praha).

B. Hruska: Cuneiform Digital Library Initiative (Head of Section I1: Old Sumerian Texts from
Fara). Max-Planck-Institut fir Wissenschaftsgeschichte and the Freie Universitat Berlin,
Germany; The University of California, Los Angeles; The National Endowment for the
Humanities, U.S.A.

B. Hruska: Ancient Mesopotamian Knowledge Systems. Max-Planck-Institut flr
Wissenschaftsgeschichte, Berlin.

L. Hrebic¢ek: Handbook of quantitative linguistics. Coordinated by the universities of Trier
and Bochum. The scheduled result is a publication by a wide international group of authors,
contracted to appear at Walter de Gruyter'’s, Berlin, Germany.

L. Chaloupkova: Tibetan-Mongolian Vocabulary with Czech Equivalents, in cooperation
with prof. J. Luvsandorj, Charles University, Prague.

P. Charvat 1. The Iconography of Pristine Statehood. (Painted pottery and seal impressions
from prehistoric Susa, SW Iran). The heuristic phase of this project is now closed and
preparations of a monograph bearing the same title, treating the question of iconographic
sources for the emergence of the earliest states of the ancient Near East are well under
way. The publication of the monograph is scheduled for 2003-2005.

2. Salvage excavations at Tilbes Hoylik, a Spanish-Turkish-US-Czech project. Post-
excavation treatment of the results of four field campaigns (1996-1999) at the above-
named protohistoric and ancient site in Urfa province, Turkey. The publication of seals and
sealing finds is scheduled to appear in Archiv orientalni in 2001 or 2002.



J. Kolmas: Chinese Buddhist pilgrims (Early cultural contacts between China and India).

v v s

V. Liscéak: Silk Roads and Chinese Central Asia (Eastern Turkestan) Through the Ages:
Cultural Contacts.

D. Nymburska: The Language and Thought in the Works of Yukio Mishima (PhD
dissertation research).

L. Obuchova: Situation of Nationalities in the P.R. of China, with special reference to
ethnological research in Southern China.

J. Prosecky, B. Hruska, P. Vavrousek: The Epic of Gilgamesh. Translation of Akkadian,
Sumerian, Hittite and Hurrian Texts with accompanying studies and commentaries. (To be
published by Lidové noviny Publishing House, Praha.)

J. Strnad: Electronic Corpora and Databases as Essential Tools for the Lexicography of
Indian Languages.

1. Electronic Corpus of Hindi Texts (Newspapers and Fiction);

2. Excerption and Lexical Database of Selected Classical Sanskrit Texts as a basis for
projected Sanskrit-Czech Dictionary.

H. TFfiskova: 1. Phonetics of modern Chinese - Basic Course (textbook for university
students);

2. Software for analysing the rhythm of spoken Mandarin. (PALM - Prosodical Labeling for
Mandarin).

GRANTS AND SUBSIDIES

Methods of examination and differential diagnostics in classical Chinese
medicine. Basic Theory.

Grant Agency of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Grant No. A0021704,
1997-2000.

Contractor: V. Ando

Vychodni duchovni proudy v kontextu soucasné religionistiky (sufismus, buddhismus,
tantrismus) [Eastern Spiritual Currents in the Context of Contemporary Religious Studies
(Sufism, Buddhism, Tantrism)].

Grant Agency of the Czech Republic, Grant No. 401/97/0691, 1997-2000.

Participant: J. Holba

Digitalization of Cuneiform Texts from Fara/Shuruppak in the
Vorderasiatisches Museum, Berlin. NSF Programme No. 6857, Special
Projects (11S), UCLA, Los Angeles. October 1, 2000 - September 30, 2003
(estimated).

Project participant: B. Hruska



Linear Text Structures.

Grant Agency of the Czech Republic, Grant No. 405/99/0011, 1999-2000.
Contractor: L. HFebicek

Catalogue of Old Babylonian signs.

Grant Agency of the Academy of Sciences, Grant No. A0021901, 1999-2001.
Contractor: L. Pecha

Austrian Embassies to Istanbul in 1606-1665.

Grant Agency of the Academy of Sciences, Grant No. B9021902, 1999-2001.
Contractor: P. Stépanek

Oldfich Svarny: U&ebni slovnik jazyka ¢inského 1.-1V. [A Textbook Dictionary of Modern
Chinese]. Publication Grant of the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic, No. 405/98/0373.

Participant: H. TFiskova

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH GROUPS
Orientalia Bohemica.
Coordinator: P. Charvat.

In 2000, the long-term efforts of the group members culminated in the opening of a major
international exhibition Europas Mitte um 1000 nach Christus. This exhibition, festively
inaugurated on 19 August 2000 in Budapest, Hungary, is to be seen in most of the capitals
of East-Central Europe, the last to host it being Prague, in the year 2002. The preparation
of this exhibition represented both an occasion for making a balance of work done hitherto,
and a challenge for our future research trajectories.

A major and long-term topic for debate within the group has been the problem of
interdisciplinarity in the humanities. This was illuminated, i. a., by a session devoted to a
case study of interpretations built on both archaeological and historical sources.

Religious trends in Asia
Coordinator: L. Obuchova.

The group was formed in 1998 by researchers from different Czech Orientalist institutions.
In 2000, they prepared two new collections of essays in the Czech language for the
monograph series of the Czech Society for Eastern Studies (published in co-operation with
Dar Ibn Rushd Publishing House). The first one under the title Svét Zivych a svét mrtvych
[The World of the Living and the World of the Dead] comprises eighteen contributions. The
second collection entitled Maska, kostym a lidové divadlo [The Mask, the Costume and the
Folk Theatre] contains texts of lectures delivered by the group members at the High School
of Applied Art, Praha, during the Summer term 1999/2000.




MEMBERSHIPS IN ACADEMIC BODIES, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, ADVISORY AND/OR
EDITORIAL BOARDS, ETC.

Acta Onomastica, Onomastical Section, Institute of the Czech Language, ASCR, Praha (P.
Charvat, member of the Editorial Board).

Akademicka rada Filozofické fakulty Karlovy University [Academic Council, Philosophical
Faculty, Charles University], Praha (L. HFebi¢ek, member).

Akademicky senat Husitské teologické fakulty Univerzity Karlovy [Academic Senate of the
Hussite Theological Faculty, Charles University], Praha (B. Hruska, member).

Akademicky senat Univerzity Karlovy, ucitelskd komora [Academic Senate, Charles
University, Teachers’ Chamber], Praha (B. Hruska, member).

Akademicky sném AV CR [Academy Assembly of the ASCR], Praha (B. Hruska, J.
Kolmas, members).

Akreditacni komise Kabinetu orientalistiky SAV [Accreditation Commission of the Institute
of Oriental Studies, Slovak Academy of Sciences], Bratislava (J. Kolmas, foreign expert)

v v s

Archeevs. Studia Asiatica, Bucarest (V. Lis¢ak, Comité de patronage member)

Archaia, obCanské sdruzeni [Archaia Archaeological Corporation, a public charity], Praha (P.
Charvat, member of the Supervisory Board).

Association européenne d’études chinoises / European Association of Chinese Studies (V.
Ando, J. Kolmas, V. Lisc¢ak, H. Triskova, members).

Centrum medievistickych studii [Centre for Medieval Studies, ASCR and Charles University],
Praha (P. Charvat, member of the Scientific Council).

The Czech-Japanese Association Centre for Culture and Information (R. HeFman,
member).

Ceskéa archeologicka spole¢nost [Czech Archaeological Society], Praha (P. Charvat, Deputy
Chairman).

Ceska orientalisticka spole¢nost [Czech Orientalist Society], Praha (L. Obuchova,
Chairperson, L. Chaloupkova, Board member)

v v s

Cesko-¢inska spolecnost [Czech-Chinese Association], Praha (V. Li§¢ak, H. Triskova,
Board members, V. Ando, L. Obuchova, members).

Cesko-mongolska spole¢nost [Czech-Mongolian Association], Praha (L. Chaloupkova,
Board member).

EKO - Ekologie a spolecnost [Ecology and Society], Praha (3. Filipsky, External Foreign
Features Editor).

Fédération Internationale des Instituts d’Etudes Médiévales (F.I.D.E.M.), Louvain-la-Neuve,
Belgium (P. Charvat, member).

Forschungsarchiv des Deutschen Archaologischen Institutes, Berlin (B. Hruska, member).

Grantova agentura AV CR [Grant Agency, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic],
Praha (P. Charvat, Deputy Chairman for Social Sciences and Humanities; V. Lis¢ak, M.
Mendel, members; J. Strnad, Chairman of the 9™ Section for Humanities & Linguistics).



Grantova agentura CR [Grant Agency of the Czech Republic], Praha (P. Charvat, member
of the Supervisory board).

Grantova agentura Univerzity Karlovy [Grant Agency of Charles University], Praha (B.
Hruska, member).

International Association for Tibetan Studies (3. Kolmas, member).

International Committee of the Centre for Islam in Europe, Ghent University, Belgium (M.
Mendel, member).

IQLA - International Quantitative Linguistics Association. Current seat: University of Trier
(L. HFebicek, member).

Jazykovédné sdruzeni [Linguistic Association], Praha (L. HFebicek, H. Triskova,
members).

Journal of Quantitative Linguistics, Lisse, The Netherlands (L. HFebicek, Editorial Board
member).

Komise pro védecké informace Akademie véd Ceské republiky [Commission for Scientific
Information, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic], Praha (3. Prosecky, member).

Kontinenty — sdruzeni pro spolupraci se zemémi Asie, Afriky a Latinské Ameriky [The
Continents. Association for Cooperation with the Countries of Asia, Africa and Latin
America], Praha (M. Mendel, member of the Managing Committee).

Ministerstvo $kolstvi, mlddeze a télovychovy CR, rada programu , Zpfistupfiovani vysledkd
vyzkumu a vyvoje Ceské spolecnosti” [Ministry of Education, Youth and Physical Culture of
the Czech Republic, Council of the Programme “Access of Czech Public to Research and
Development Results”], Praha (S. Pantlicek, member - till 20 June).

Ministerstvo zahranici CR, Cesko-némecké diskusni forum [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Czech Republic, Czech-German Discussion Forum], Praha and Berlin (P. Charvat, member
of the Coordination Council).

Mision Arqueoldgica Espanola en Turquia, Madrid (Spain) and Tilbes Hoylk, Urfa province,
Turkey (P. Charvat, member).

Nazvoslovna komise Ceského Uiadu zeméméFi¢ského a katastralniho [Nomenclative
Commission of the Czech Surveying and Cadastral Office], Praha (V. Lis¢ak, member).

Oborova hodnotici komise pro hodnoceni vyzkumnych zamérd a vysledkd pracoviét AV CR v
obdobi 1999-2001 pro oblast humanitnich a spole¢enskych véd [Branch Appraisal Commission
for Evaluating Research Objectives and Results of Institutes of ASCR in 1999-2001 in the
Fields of Humanities and Social Sciences], Praha (3. Prosecky, member).

Oborova rada studijniho programu pfi FF UK, Praha, pro obhajoby disertacnich praci v oboru
»D&jiny a kultury zemi Asie a Afriky”; dtto v oboru , Teorie a déjiny literatur zemi Asie a Afriky”
[Examination Board for the Defenses of Doctoral Dissertations in the field of “History and
Cultures of Asian and African Countries”; ditto in the field of “Theory and History of Literatures
of Asian and African Countries”], Philosophical Faculty, Charles University, Praha (3. Kolmas,
member).

Oborova rada studijniho programu pfi FF UK, Praha, pro obhajoby disertacnich praci v oboru
~Jazyky a literatury Asie a Afriky” [Examination Board for the Defenses of Doctoral
Dissertations in the field of "Languages and Literatures of Asia and Africa”], Philosophical
Faculty, Charles University, Praha (L. HFebic¢ek, member).



Pamatky archeologické [Archaeological Antiquities], Archaeological Institute, ASCR, Praha
(P. Charvat, Editorial Board member).

Panorama biologické a sociokulturni antropologie [Panorama of Biological and Socio-
Cultural Anthropology], Masaryk University, Brno (3. Kolmas, Editorial Board member).

Prameny buddhismu [Sources of Buddhism], edi¢ni fada [publication series], DharmaGaia
Publishing House, Praha (3. Holba, editor).

Prazsky lingvisticky krouzek [Prague Linguistic Circle], Praha (H. Ti¥iskova, member).

QUALICO - Quantitative Linguistics Association. Current seat: University of Trier (L.
Hiebicek, member).

Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale. International Association for Assyriology and
Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology. Current seat: Amsterdam, The Netherlands (B. Hruska,
Committee member).

“Scientia” Edition Series, Masaryk University, Brno (J. Kolmas, Editorial Board member).

Sdruzeni pratel Indie [Friends of India Association], Praha (3. Filipsky, Board member & editor
of Bulletin Sdruzeni pratel Indie)

Spolecnost pro studium naboZenstvi [Society for the Study of Religion], Brno (M. Mendel,
member of the Managing Committee, J. Filipsky, member).

Spolecnost pratel Mongolska [Friends of Mongolia Society], Praha (L. Chaloupkova, Board
member).

The Sumerian Agriculture Group. Cambridge, U.K. (B. Hruska, member).

Védecka rada AV CR [Council for Sciences of the ASCR], Praha (P. Charvat, J. Kolmas,
members).

Védecka rada Filozofické fakulty Univerzity Karlovy [Scientific Council of the Philosophical
Faculty, Charles University], Praha (L. HFebicek, member).

World Archaeological Congress. Current seat: University of South Dakota, Vermilion,
South Dakota, U.S.A. (P. Charvat, member).

Velka encyklopedie [Big Encyclopedia], Diderot Publishing House, Praha (3. Holman,
editor of entries on religion in Asia, history of South & Southeast Asia and the Far East).

ZeT-Zeitschrift fiir Empirische Textforschung, Trier (L. HFebicek, Editorial Board
member).



MAIN ACTIVITIES
Conferences, Seminars

EACS Conference, Torino, 29 August-2 September. H. TFriskova, participation with a
paper on “Degrees of Stress Prominence in Mandarin — Language Teaching Perspective”
(jointly with D. Sehnal).

International Conference Afrika 2000, Praha, 4-5 December. O. Hulec, participation with
a paper “Africana Bohemica - Czech Historiography on Africa During Past Four Decades.”

XLVI® Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale, Paris, 10-13 July. P. Charvat,
presentation of a poster “Tilbes Hoylk, Urfa province, SE Turkey.”

Research Activities, Study Tours Abroad

J. Filipsky, Indian Republic, 22 January — 26 March. Study tour under the Government of
India Programme of International Technical and Economic Co-operation (ITEC). Visited:
Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, New Delhi; University of Madras, Chennai;
Institute of Asian Studies, Chemmancherry, Chennai; International Institute of Tamil
Studies, Chennai; Central Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore.

J. Filipsky, Canada, 9 September — 6 December. Study stay and part-time teaching
assignment, Dept. of Political Science, Brock University, St. Catherines, Ontario.

J. Holba, Switzerland, 1 April = 30 June. Study stay, Department of Buddhist Studies,
Lausanne University (UNIL). Scholarship from the Department of Buddhist Studies of UNIL.

L. Chaloupkova, Buryat Republic, Russia, 14 July — 9 August. Institute of Mongolian,
Buddhist and Tibetan Studies, Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Aga
Buryat Autonomous Region.

L. Chaloupkova, Mongolia, 10 August — 9 September. School of Mongolian Studies of the
Mongolian State University, Institute of Language and Literature, Academy of Sciences of
Mongolia.

H. Triskova, People’s Republic of China, 30 July - 21 August. Institute of Linguistics,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing; visit to Hang Zhou.

Teaching Activities, Lectures, Seminars at Universities, etc.

V. Ando, Course of Chinese language for physicians and students of Chinese medicine. Praha,
2 hours a week.



Course on Theory of Chinese Medicine. Interpretation from Chinese. 9-13 February, 6-16
August.

J. Filipsky, Course on Politics in South Asia (POLI 2v46 D2). Dept. of Political Science, Brock
University, St. Catherines, Ont., Canada. Fall term, September — December, 2 hours of
lectures, 1 hour of seminars a week.

Assessing 1 M.A. thesis, Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Natural Sciences,
Masaryk University, Brno, 18 May.

B. Hruska, Lecture block “Duchovni svét starého Pfedniho vychodu” [Intellectual Life of
the Ancient Near East]. Department of Cultural Anthropology, West Bohemian University,
Plzen, 2 hours a week.

Ancient History of Israel I — Il. Hussite Theological Faculty, Charles University, Praha, 1
hour a week.

World Religions (Egypt, Mesopotamia, Canaan). Hussite Theological Faculty, Charles
University, Praha, 2 hours a week.

Mythical Thought in the Ancient Near East. The “Cosmological” Time. Hussite Theological
Faculty, Charles University, Praha, 2 hours a week.

Introduction to the Sumerian Language and Cuneiform Writing. Hussite Theological
Faculty, Charles University, 2 hours a week.

The Mesopotamian Creation Myths (Sumerian and Akkadian Texts). Hussite Theological
Faculty, Charles University, Praha, 2 hours a week.

Supervising 4 B.A. and 8 M.A. theses at the Department of Religious Studies and History
of Religions, Hussite Theological Faculty, Charles University, Praha, and 2 M.A. theses at
the Institute of Cultural Anthropology, Masaryk Universuty, Brno.

L. HFebicek, Turkology Seminar 11, Philosophical Faculty, Institute of the Near East and
Africa, Charles University, Praha, 2 hours a week.

L. Chaloupkova, Course of Tibetan Language. State Language School, Praha, Summer
term, 4 hours a month.

Masky mongolské mystérie Cam [Masks of the Mongolian Mystery Tsam], lecture for the
students of UMPRUM High School of Applied Arts, Praha, 29 February.

Sibifsky Samanismus [Siberian Shamanism], lecture for the students of UMPRUM High
School of Applied Arts, Praha, 7 March.

Buddhismus v Tibetu a Mongolsku [Buddhism in Tibet and Mongolia], lecture for the
students of the University of Economics, Praha, 13 November.

P. Charvat, Introduction to the History and Culture of Pre-Greek Civilizations.
Department of History, Pedagogical Faculty, Charles University, Praha, 1 hour a week
(Summer term 1999/2000).

The Crusades. Department of History, Pedagogical Faculty, Charles University, Praha, 2
hours a week. (Summer term 1999/2000).

Material Culture of the Pre- and Proto-Historic Near East. Department of Cultural
Anthropology, West Bohemian University, Plzeri, 2 hours a week. (Summer term
1999/2000).



Long-distance Trade in Early Medieval Europe up to 1000 A.D. Department of
Archaeology, Philosophical Faculty, Masaryk University, Brno, 1 hour a week. (Summer
term 1999/2000, Winter term 2000/2001).

Introduction to the Prehistory of Bohemia and Moravia. Pedagogical Faculty, Charles
University, Praha, 1 hour a week. (Winter term 2000/2001).

The Character of Pristine Statehood. Seminar (tutorial class). Department of History,
Pedagogical Faculty, Charles University, Praha, 2 hours a week. (Winter term
2000/2001).

Cultural Contacts within the Protohistoric and Ancient Near East. Department of Cultural
Anthropology, West Bohemian University, Plzen, 2 hours a week. (Winter term
2000/2001).

The Beginnings of Food-producing Economy in the Prehistoric Near East. Department of
Archaeology, Philosophical Faculty, Masaryk University, Brno, 1 hour a week. (Winter
term 2000/2001).

M. Mendel, Classical and Modern Islam, Institute of Religious Studies, Masaryk University,
Brno, 2 hours a week (Summer term 1999/2000), 4 hours a week (Winter term 2000/2001).

Basic Course of Arabic as a Source Language, Institute of Religious Studies, Masaryk
University, Brno, 4 hours a week (Summer term 1999/2000).

Islamic Reformism (optional lecture with a colloquium for students of the 2™ cycle), Institute of
Religious Studies, Masaryk University, Brno, 2 hours a week (Winter term 2000/2001).

D. Nymburska, Japanese Language Courses, Czech-Japanese Association, 5 hours a week,
January-July.

Japanese History and Traditional Thought, The Language Centre — David Holis, 3 hours a
week.

Japanese Language, The Language Centre - David Holis, 2 hours a week.

L. Obuchova, Chinese Masks, UMPRUM High School of Applied Arts, Praha, 4 hours (Summer
term 1999/2000).

J. Peéirkova, Ancient Imperialism and the Great Empires of the 1 Millennium B.C.
Department of Cultural and Social Anthropology, Faculty of Humanities, West Bohemian
University, Plzen, 3 hours a week (Winter term 2000/2001).

L. Pecha, History of the Ancient Near East. Department of Cultural and Social
Anthropology, Faculty of Humanities, West Bohemian University, Plzeri, 3 hours a week.
(Summer term 1999/2000, Winter term 2000/2001).

Economic and Social Structure of the Ancient Near East. Department of Cultural and
Social Anthropology, Faculty of Humanities, West Bohemian University, Plzeri, 2 hours a
week. (Summer term 1999/2000, Winter term 2000/2001).

J. Prosecky, Sumerian Language. Institute of the Ancient Near East and Indoeuropean
Linguistics, Philosophical Faculty, Charles University, Praha, 2 hours a week (Winter term
2000/2001).

Interpretation of Akkadian Literary Texts. Institute of the Ancient Near East and
Indoeuropean Linguistics, Philosophical Faculty, Charles University, Praha, 2 hours a
week (Summer term 1999/2000), 4 hours a week (Winter term 2000/2001).



Introduction to Cuneiform Studies. Philosophical Faculty, Charles University, Praha, 2
hours a week.

J. Strnad, Introduction to the History of Indian Religions. Indological Institute,
Philosophical Faculty, Charles University, Praha, 2 hours a week. (Summer term
1999/2000, Winter term 2000/2001). Also for students of the Institute of Philosophy and
Religious Studies, Philosophical Faculty, Charles University.

History of Modern India. Indological Institute, Philosophical Faculty, Charles University,
Praha, 2 hours a week (Winter term 2000/2001).

Historical Grammar of Hindi. Indological Institute, Philosophical Faculty, Charles
University, Praha, 2 hours a week. (Summer term 1999/2000).

Seminar in Indian History and Culture. Indological Institute, Philosophical Faculty,
Charles University, Praha, 2 hours a week. (Summer term 1999/2000, Winter term
2000/2001).

R. Svobodova, Hindi. State Language School, Praha (January, February).

P. Stépanek, Ottoman Texts. Institute of the Ancient Near East and Indoeuropean
Linguistics, Philosophical Faculty, Charles University, Praha, 2 hours a week.

H. TFriskova, Lecture “Prosodic Transcription of Mandarin for Teaching Purposes”.
Institute of Linguistics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 10 August.

Public Lectures, Co-operation with the Media

B. Hruska, Lécitelstvi ve staré Mezopotamii [The Art of Healing in Ancient Mesopotamia],
Spa Building VI, Karlovy Vary, 27 October.

Zaklinani a vzyvani ve starém Sumeru [Sumerian Spells and Incantations], Naprstek
Museum, Praha, 9 November.

L. Chaloupkova, Kalmycka republika [The Kalmyk Republic], lecture to accompany
public screening of TV documentary film about Kalmykia, Ponrepo Cinema, Praha, 13
January.

Buddhism in Mongolia, a slide show on the occasion of Jurta 2000 Festival, Podébrady,
16 September.

The Way to Mongolia, “Around the World” cycle of lectures, Potala Foundation, Praha, 7
March.

The Way to Kalmykia, “"Around the World” cycle of lectures, Potala Foundation, Praha, 10
May.

J. Kolmas, Marco Polo, 1-VIII. Expert collaboration in preparing Czech version of the
script of Italian TV feature film. Ceska televize 1, Praha. (Screened by Czech TV from 11
March to 29 April. Re-run).

J. Kolmas, Oriental Institute, Its Past and Present. Informal talk for employees of the
Institute of Informatics AS CR. Churanov, 22 March.

J. Kolmas, Appearance on TV on the occasion of release of the book W. D. Zagabpa (W.
D. Shakabpa) Déjiny Tibetu [Tibet. A Political History] by Lidové noviny Publishing House



(Praha 2000). The translator (J. K.) interviewed by Daniel (V:astvaj. Ceska televize 2, “21"
programme, 19 October.

D. Nymburska, Japonské divadelni masky [The Masks in Japanese Theatre], UMPRUM,
Praha, 25 April.

Japonské zvlastni iderné jednotky [Japanese Special Task Forces], The Language Centre —
David Holis, 7 April.

L. Obuchova, Vodni zvifata v ¢inské mytologii [Water Animals in Chinese Mythology],
The Zoo, Praha, 8-9 April.

Soucasna situace v Ciné [Contemporary Situation in China], The Czech Rome Club
Association, 26 April.

Promény buddhismu v Ciné [Transformations of Buddhism in China], The Czech
Television, 1, 19 July.

Cinské pohadky o zvifatech [Chinese Fairy-Tales about Animals], The Zoo, Praha, 14
October.

Cinsky zvérokruh [Chinese zodiac], Minicon, Technical Museum, Praha, 18 November.

J. Prosecky, Asyrska a babylonska zaklinani [Assyrian and Babylonian Incantations], Naprstek
Museum, Praha, 7 December.

R. Svobodova, Translated script of Indian documentary film Lesser Humans, Film
festival World 2000, “Clovék v tisni” Foundation, 25 April.

H. Triskova, Introducing the publication "Transcription of Chinese” to the public and the
media, Malaché Club, 27 January.



MAIN PUBLICATIONS

Books

V. Ando, J. Filipsky, R. HeFman, J. Holman, L. Chaloupkova, V. Lisc¢ak, D.
Nymburska, J. Strnad, Velka vseobecna encyklopedie Diderot, sv. 1-3 (A-daz) [Big
General Encyclopaedia, Vols. 1-3], Diderot, Praha 2000. (Entries on Chinese & Indian
Philosophy, Taoism and qigong; on Indian, Mongolian and Tibetan Buddhism; on Chinese
history after 1900, on Indian ancient & modern history, on Chinese & Indian philosophy &
religions; on Indian literatures, Japanese Buddhism, culture &c.).

V. Ando, Klasicka ¢inska medicina. Zaklady teorie II. [Classical Chinese medicine. Basic
theory II.]. Second edition, Svitani, Hradec Kralové 2000, 274 pp.

V. Ando, Klasicka Cinské medicina. Zaklady teorie III. [Classical Chinese medicine. Basic
theory 111.]. Second edition, Svitani, Hradec Kralové 2000, 267 pp.

J. Filipsky, J. Vacek (transl. from Sanskrit), Bhagavadgita. Zpév Vzneseného [The
Bhagavadgita. Song of the Exalted One], 2™ revised and enlarged ed., Votobia, Praha
2000, 245 pp.

J. Filipsky, B. Hruska, J. Pecirkova et al. (transl. from English), Chris Scarre (ed.):
Sedmdesét divi svéta. Osudy slavnych stavebnich pamdatek [The Seventy Wonders of the
Ancient World. The Great Monuments and How They Were Built], Slovart, Praha 2000,
304 pp.

B. Hruska (transl. from German), Gottfried Kirschner: Terra X. Vypravy do neznama
[Terra X. Expeditions into the Unknown], Knizni klub, Praha 2000, 262 pp.

B. Hruska (transl. from German), H.-Chr. Huf: Nebe, peklo, nirvana. TFi velci vykupitelé:
Buddha, Jezis a Muhammad [Heaven, Hell and Nirvana. Three Great Saviours: Buddha,
Jesus, Muhammad], Knizni klub, Praha 2000, 285 pp.

L. Hrebicek, Variation in Sequences. Contribution to General Text Theory, Oriental
Institute, Praha 2000, 132 pp.

0. Hulec, Cesta do nebe. Jihoafrické myty, legendy a vypravéni [Way to Heaven. Myths,
Legends and Stories of South Africa], Nakladatelstvi Lidové noviny, Praha 2000, 312 pp.

J. Kolmas (transl. from Tibetan, verse adaptation by J. Stroblova), Cerny mrak v bilém.
Tibetska lidova poezie [Black Cloud in a White One. Tibetan Folk Poetry]. Vybor
usporadal a doslov (s. 193-213) napsal [Collection arranged and afterword written by]
Josef Kolmas. Nakladatelstvi Augustin Milata Scholaforum, Ostrava 2000, 224 pp.

J. Kolmas (transl. from English), Cipén Wang¢hug Dedén Zagabpa: Déjiny Tibetu
[Tsepon W. D. Shakabpa: Tibet. A Political History]. Prel., pfilohami opatfil, ilustra¢ni
material a mapy vybral, edi¢ni poznamku napsal a rejstfik sestavil [Translated,



appendices provided, illustrations and maps selected, editorial note written and index
compiled by] Josef Kolmas. Nakladatelstvi Lidové noviny, Praha 2000, 428 pp.

V. Liséak, Cina - DobrodruZstvi Hedvabné cesty. Po stopdch styk§ Vychod - Zapad
[China - The Silk Road Adventure. Tracing the East — West Connections], SET OUT,
Praha 2000, 366 pp.

M. Mendel, NdboZenstvi v boji o Palestinu. Judaismus, isldam a krestanstvi jako ideologie
etnického konfliktu [Religion in the Struggle for Palestine. Judaism, Islam and Christianity
as ldeologies of an Ethnical Conflict], Atlantis, Brno 2000, 248 pp.

L. Obuchova, Cinské symboly [Chinese Symbols], Grada, Praha 2000, 187 pp.

L. Obuchova (ed.), Svét Zivych a svét mrtvych. Sbornik [The World of the Living and the
World of the Dead. Collection of Essays], COS - Dar Ibn Rushd, Praha 2000, 232 pp.

J. Pecirkova, Asyrie — od méstského statu k fisi [Assyria - From the City State to
Empire], Academia, Praha 2000, 177 pp.

L. Pecha, F. Rahman, N. Novakova, Zaklady starobabylonstiny [Fundamentals of Old
Babylonian], Karolinum, Praha 2000, 416 pp.

Articles, Contributions to Miscellanies, Conference Proceedings, etc.
K. BFenova, Symbols of Jewish Sepulchral Art. ArOr 68 (2000), No. 2, pp. 191-204.
K. BFenova, Davidova hvézda [The Star of David]. NO 55 (2000), No. 2, pp. 62-64.

K. Bfenova, Sto a jedno vypravéni z Talmudu [Hundred and One Stories from Talmud].
NO 55 (2000), No. 3, pp. 93-94.

K. BFenova, Ze zidovské svatec¢ni kuchyné [Some Jewish Festive Dishes]. NO 55 (2000),
No. 4, pp. 151-153.

3. Filipsky, , Cisté Cennej 2000" - revoluce v naklddani s odpady [“Clean Chennai 2000”
- Revolution in Treating Waste]. EKO — ekologie a spole¢nost 11 (2000), No. 4, pp. 28-
29.

J. Filipsky, Za zachranu Jamuny [Saving Yamuna]. EKO - ekologie a spolecnost 11
(2000), No. 5, pp. 26-27.
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FROM THE REVIEW FILE

Critics’ Response to Recent Publications by Fellows of the Oriental Institute

Lubica Obuchova: Cifiané 21. stoleti. D&jiny - tradice - obchod [The Chinese of the 21%
century. History — Traditions — Trade]. Academia, Praha 1999. 287 pp., colour
photographs, ills., price 195 K¢.

Pro véechny, ktefi se chystaji do Ciny a chté&ji se pied cestou sezndmit se zplsobem
mysleni obyvatel této zemé, bude urcité zajimavy zavér knihy. V poslednich dvou
kapitolach se totiz sezndmi s pohledem Cifiant na svét kolem nich, s &inskym zpldsobem
Zivota a podivaji se na postaveni jednotlivce v ¢inské spole¢nosti. Najdeme tady také
hezky popis viedniho dne, ¢inskych oslav a svatkd.

Co fici zav&rem. Pokud Vas Cina 1aka, i kdyZ tam momentainé nejedete, knihu byste si

v _wvrs V. M . v v v . r v M v r o r
precist méli. Svou kvalitou totiz vysoce prevysuje uroven knih vénovanych ruznym
zemim, které u nds vychazeji.

[Anybody bent on visiting China and wishing to familiarize oneself before
departure with the way of thinking of the inhabitants of this country is
sure to find interesting the concluding parts of the book. In the last two
chapters he’ll get acquainted with the view the Chinese take of the
surrounding world, with their way of living and with the place of the
individual in Chinese society. We find here also a nice description of
everyday life, of Chinese celebrations and festivals.

In conclusion, we can only say that, should you feel attracted by China,
this is the book for you to read, even if you do not intend to travel there
just now. By its quality it greatly surpasses the standard of publications
devoted to different countries being published here.]

Jozef Petro, bfezen 2000

http://www.globus-online.cz/recenze Cinane.htm

Lubica Obuchova: Cinské symboly [Chinese Symbols]. Grada Publishing, Praha 2000.
187 pp.

Prace L. Obuchové potési vSsechny zajemce o cCinskou symboliku a ¢iselnou mystiku, o
vésténi a geomantii, zodiak a s nim spojena mysticka zvirata, o ¢insky kalendar, ¢insky
dtm, kuchyni atd. Autorka, kterd proslula svou Usp&&nou populdrn&-védeckou praci
Cifiané 21. stoleti. D&jiny - tradice - obchod (Academia, Praha 1999), vydava kratce za
sebou toto rozkosné dilko, pIné pouceni i podivani na desitky, ne-li stovky tradicnich
¢inskych obrazk( a vystfihovanek, vzdy naleZité vysvétlenych a zasazenych do
patficného kontextu.

[The work of L. Obuchova is sure to please all those interested in Chinese
symbolism and numeral mysticism, in vaticination and geomancy, the
Zodiac and related mystical animals, Chinese calendar, Chinese house,
kitchen, etc. The authoress, already renowned for her successful
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popularising book Cifiané 21. stoleti. D&jiny - tradice — obchod [The
Chinese of the 21% century. History - Traditions - Trade]. (Academia,
Praha 1999) has published, in short succession, this lovely volume full of
insights and glimpses of scores if not hundreds of traditional Chinese
pictures and cut-outs, always properly explained and set within
appropriate contexts.]

Josef Kolmas, Novy Orient 56 (2001), No. 3.

Jednotlivé oblasti jsou fundované a prehledné zpracovany a cela publikace je bohaté
ilustrovadna, coz je u slovniku symbold, kterym tato kniha v podstaté je, zajisté nutnosti.
Jde o dilo obsazné, hutné a dobfe napsané, které zaplfiuje mezeru, jez u nas v této
oblasti doposud zela.

[Individual parts are knowledgeably and lucidly treated and the whole
publication is profusely illustrated, which is in a publication of this sort,
essentially a dictionary of symbols, surely a must. The compendious,
concise and well-written work fills a lacuna, which has been up to now felt
in this field.]

Josef Vesely, Nové knihy 41 (2001), No. 4 (24.1.01), p. 25.

Cip6n Wang¢hug Dedén Zagabpa, Déjiny Tibetu. Nakladatelstvi Lidové noviny, Praha
2000, 428 pp. Z anglického originalu [From the English original] Tsepon W. D. Shakabpa:
Tibet. A Political History prelozil [translated by] Josef Kolmas.

Cesky preklad navic obsahuje ptilohy a dodatky Josefa Kolmase. Tibetolog a sinolog Josef
Kolmas je znam svymi preciznimi preklady a zejména peclivé zpracovanym
poznamkovym aparatem. Jeho dodatky a pfilohy, zejména chronologie a tabulky obsahuji
jména krald, regentd, ministrd a dalSich vyznamnych postav tibetské historie, jsou
cennym zdrojem informaci pro Ceské ctenare.

[The Czech translation is supplemented by appendices and addenda by
Josef Kolmas. Tibetologist and Sinologist Josef Kolmas is well-known for
his precise translations and especially for meticulous care with which he
prepares notes and references. His additions and supplements, notably
the chronological tables and lists of kings, regents, ministers, and other
important personages of Tibetan history are a valuable source of
information for the Czech readers.]

Lubomir Sklenka, Tibetské listy, No. 10 (Winter 2000), p. 21.

Je tfeba uvitat vydani této publikace, obsahujici mnohé, dosud malo znamé podrobnosti
o vyvoji Tibetu a soucasné je i nutno konstatovat, ze jen dik zasluzné praci prekladatele
a podrobnym doplfikiim a vysvétlivkam, které ke knize pfipojil, se podafilo tuto pfece jen
vzdalenou problematiku pfiblizit i naSemu ¢tenafi.

[We cannot but welcome the appearance of this publication containing
numerous, so far less known details of Tibet’s development and at the
same time it is necessary to stress that it was only thanks to the
meritorious labours of the translator and detailed additions and
explanations appended by him to the volume that this still somewhat
abstruse topic could be made accessible to our reader.]



Augustin Palat, Novy Orient 56 (2001), No. 2, p. 69.

Vladimir Liséak: Cina. DobrodruZstvi Hedvabné cesty (Po stopéch stykd Vychod-
Zapad). Nakladatelstvi SET OUT, Edice Historica. Praha 2000, 366 pp. + 8 pp. ills. ISBN
80-86277-11-9.

Studie je, jak uz je u tohoto autora zvykem, pravou encyklopedu poznatku o fenoménu
,,Hedvabna cesta" - od jejiho objeveni, jejich predchudkyn a dalsiho vyVOJe Y prubehu
veéka. VSima si take téch, kdo po této cesté obéma sméry kraceli (kupf. Cang Cchien ze
strany Ciny, benatsti Polové, Arabové a dalsi do Ciny), jaké zboZi se po ni svéZelo, jak se
touto cestou $ifil do Ciny buddhismus, isldm, nestoridnstvi, judaismus a kFest’anstvi i
které historické a soucasné narody obyvaly a obyvaji podél trasy Hedvabné cesty.

[As is customary with this author, the present study is a veritable
encyclopedia of knowledge about the “Silk Way” phenomenon - from its
discovery, its predecessors and further development throughout the ages.
It also takes note of those who trod this way in both directions (e.g.
Zhang Qian from China, the Venetian Polos, Arabs and others to China), of
the goods transported on it, the spread of Buddhism, Islam, Nestorianism,
Judaism, Christianity by this route, and of the historical and contemporary
nations living along the Silk Way.]

Josef Kolmas, Novy Orient 56 (2001), No. 3.

Milo$ Mendel: NabozZenstvi v boji o Palestinu. Judaismus, islam a krestanstvi jako
ideologie etnického konfliktu [Religion in the Struggle for Palestine. Judaism, Islam and
Christianity as Ideologies of an Ethnical Conflict]. Atlantis, Brno 2000, 248 pp.

This monograph is a Czech contribution to the discussion about the role of religions in the
contemporary Middle East. It offers a detailed analysis of the role of Judaism, Islam, and
Christianity as religious ideologies as they affect the eth[n]ical and political conflict over
the historical territory of Palestine...

The first part, entitled “Doctrinal Preconditions of Ideologization of Politics”, is devoted to
a general characterization of the basic doctrine of the three monotheistic religions —
Judaism, Islam, and Christianity... In the second part, “Judaism in the Service of Politics”,
the author presents a thorough analysis of the general features and different
representatives of Judaic fundamentalism... In the third part, “Islamic Fundamentalism”,
the author begins his analysis with the general characteristics of ideology and political
praxis of Islamic fundamentalism. Special attention is given to the attitude towards Jews
and Judaism... The fourth part, “Christian Zionism”, ... presents not only a very
interesting survey of Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant attitudes to Judaism and Israel
but also a quite detailed study of extremist Christian organizations and ideologies...

Milo$ Mendel’s monograph ... is a highly valuable contribution to the study of the role of
monotheistic religions in Middle East politics. The serviceability of his work is further
enhanced by the inclusion of a comprehensive bibliography, a thorough index, and very
informative photographs.

Eduard Gombar, Archiv orientalni 68 (2000), pp. 645-646
Ludék Hrebicek: Lectures on Text Theory. Oriental Institute, Prague 1997, 191 pp.

Der Prager Linguist Ludék Hrebicek ... Ubertrifft an Originalitat alles, was in der Sprach-
und der Texttheorie seit langerem vorgeschlagen worden ist. Das zu besprechende Buch
ist eine knappe, aber systematische Zusammenfassung und Weiterentwicklung seiner



Entdeckungen, mit denen sich wahrscheinlich mehrere Generationen von Textanalytikern
werden auseinandersetzen missen. Eine ausfihrliche Behandlung einzelner Probleme
findet man bereits in seinen friheren Blichern ... und in einer groBen Anzahl von
Aufsatzen, in denen von Euphonie Uber graphentheoretische Grammatik, mathematische
Soziologie bis hin zu Fraktalen eine breite Palette von originellen Ideen enthalten ist...

Vielleicht der wichtigste Punkt in Hrebiceks Philosophie is die Betrachtung des Textes als
eines komplexen Phanomens. War das Ideal der Wissenschaften bisher die notwendige
Zerlegung des Forschungsgegenstandes in seine kleinsten Bestandteile, so stellt seit
einiger Zeit die Erforschung der Komplexitat ein neues Paradigma dar. Die Bildung
komplexer Systeme ist Bedingung jeglicher Evolution, Resultat der Kreativitat, der
Selbstorganisation, der positiven Rickkopplung, der Entstehung von Attraktoren usw.
Dies ist der Bereich der Emergenz oder, wie er vom Santa Fe Institute genannt wird, der
Rand des Chaos... Nur wenige Linguisten haben bisher diesen Bereich betreten...
Hrebicek ist wahrscheinlich der erste Linguist, der auch ber der Rand geschaut und die
Brutstatte der Muster im Chaos gesucht hat...

Alle Hypothesen des Buches sind geistvolle Neuerungen, die auf eine Uberraschende
Weise miteinander verknUpft sind. Nichts hangt in der Luft, alles wird mit der Semantik
des Textes in Verbindung gesetzt...

Das Buch hat etwas ,Zipfisches" an sich. Es ist voll von Entdeckungen, Vermutungen,
Annahmen, Argumentationen und offenen Problemen, die gelést werden sollen, es
eroffnet, so wie es Zipfs Blicher taten, voéllig neue Sichtweisen und Perspektiven, und vor
allem schiebt es die Linguistik um einen groBen Schritt nédher and die moderne Forschung
hinan. Auch wenn das Buch nicht gerade einfach zu lesen ist, sollte es zur Pflichtlektiire
fur Textanalytiker erklart werden.

Gabriel Altmann, Géttigische Gelehrte Anzeigen, 252. Jahrgang, Heft 1/2, Wandenhoeck
& Ruprecht in Géttingen 2000, pp. 127-137.

Jana Pecirkova: Asyrie - od méstského statu k fisi [Assyria - From the City State to
Empire]. Academia, Praha 2000, 177 pp.

Die Vf. beschaftigte sich schon seit langem mit den Assyrern, stets mit regem Interesse
flr die Geschichtsschreibung im 1. Jt. v. Chr. und flir methodologische Probleme der
altorientalischen und antiken Historiographie. lhr diinnes Buch stellt die erste
tschechische Monographie tber die politische Geschichte und soziale Struktur Assyriens
dar. Der flissig geschriebene Text verfolgt mehrere, in Tschechien bislang nicht
angestrebte Ziele, darunter auch eine Zusammenfassung des heutigen
Forschungsstandes mit offenen Fragestellungen und zahlreichen Vergleichen mit den
entsprechenden staatlichen Institutionen im antiken Rom. Die Herausgeber im
renommierten Academia-Verlag gingen davon aus, daB den tschechischen Studenten und
Lehrern ein Hilfsmittel fehlt, welches sie unmittelbar an die Forschungslage heranflihrt.
Das Resultat ist ein zusammenfassendes Werk, das sich an breiten Leserkreis wendet,
zuverlassige Informationen liefert und eine Darstellung und Erdéterung der Quellenlage
bietet. Vorgestellt werden jeweils nur die wichtigsten Probleme, leider ohne erlauternde
Anmerkungen... Vf. hat sich bemuht, ihr Darstellung so zu gestalten, da3 auch der
Nichtfachmann, etwa der ,klassische™ Althistoriker, sie mit Gewinn zu eigenen Arbeiten
Zu nutzen vermag. Es handelt sich also bei vorliegendem Buch um ein einleitendes
Arbeitsinstrument (siehe die knappe Einfihrung, S. 9-11)...

Pecirkova befasst sich fast ausschlieBlich mit den offiziellen historischen und
Verwaltungstexten und betont mit Recht, daB3 deren Aussagen ideologischen
Beschrankungen unterliegen. Texte ,literarischen und religiésen Inhalts™ werden zwar
erwdhnt, aber nicht nédher behandelt...

Blahoslav Hruska, Archiv orientalni 69 (2001), pp. 93-94.



Knizka sméfuje k tomu, aby Ctenar ziskal jiné povédomi o Asyfanech, nez jaké mu
poskytoval Stary zakon, anti¢ti autofi a starsi (byt stale preZivajici) predstavy badateld.
Snazi se prehodnotit zakorenény mytus o AsyfFanech jako o vyjimecné krutych
valecnicich, ktefi jen bofili statky vytvorené jinymi etniky a nemilosrdné zachazeli

s podmanénymi obyvateli... Je jedinou ¢eskou védecky fundovanou publikaci o starovéké
Asyrii a stane se spolehlivym pramenem pro studenty historie a orientalistiky... Protoze je
napsana srozumitelné a mnohdy i s vtipem, jisté v ni najdou mnoho zajimavého i dalsi
ctendfi.

[The book aims at presenting the reader with a different picture of the Assyrians from
that given by the Old Testament, Classical writers and outdated (though still surviving)
views of researchers. It tries to reappraise the deeprooted myth about Assyrians as
exceptionally cruel warriors, who only despoiled treasures created by other peoples and
treated mercilessly subjugated inhabitants... It is the only scholarly publication on ancient
Assyria in the Czech language and can serve as a reliable source for students of history
and Oriental disciplines... Written in a comprehensible style and not infrequently with wit,
it is sure to offer a lot of interesting insights to other readers as well.]

Nea Novakova, Novy Orient 56 (2001), No. 2, pp. 70-71.

* For more information on the Oriental Institute and on Oriental studies in former
Czechoslovakia in general, see Véstnik Orientdlniho ustavu v Praze, I. [Bulletin of the
Oriental Institute in Prague, 1.], Praha 1931; Bulletin of the Czechoslovak Oriental Institute,
Prague, No. 1, August 1931, Praha; Véstnik Orientdlniho ustavu v Praze za desitileti 1928—
1938 [Bulletin of the Oriental Institute in Prague for the decade 1928—-1938], ed. by V. Lesny
and Z. Fafl, Praha 1938; Bulletin of the Czechoslovak Oriental Institute, Prague, No. 2,
August 1938, Praha; D. Zbavitel, Oriental Studies in Czechoslovakia, Praha 1959 (also in
French, German and Russian); Asian and African Studies in Czechoslovakia, ed. by M. Oplt,
Moscow 1967; S. Segert — K. Beranek, Orientalistik an der Prager Universitdt. 1. Teil 1348—
1848, Prag 1967; J. Schabert, “Der Alte Orient und die semitischen Sprachen an den
Hochschulen Bohmens und Méhrens von 1848 bis 1945.” In: Richard W. Eichler (ed.),
Sudetendeutsche Traditionen in der Theologie, Ethik und Pddagogik, Band 4, Miinchen 1983,
pp- 39-72; J. Kolmas (ed.), Materialy komise pro napravu kiivd [Materials of the
Commission for Redressing Wrongs], Praha 1990; [S. Panttcek], ,,Orientalni tstav v novém
zaméteni® [New Orientation of the Oriental Institute, interview with Z. Miiller], NO 45
(1990), pp. 225-227; The Oriental Institute Prague, ed. by J. Prosecky, B. HruSka and V.
Dudak, Prague 1991; S. Pantlcek, ,,Sedmdesat let Orientalniho Ustavu v Praze” [Seventy
Years of the Oriental Institute in Prague], NO 47 (1992), pp. 289-290; [M. M.], ,,Orientélni
ustav — sttidavé oblacno* [Oriental Institute — Intermittently Cloudy, interview with J.
Pecirkova], NO 48 (1993), pp. 211-212; Oriental Institute 1992—1993, ed. by J. Kolmas,
Praha 1993; ,,Na slovicko s feditelem* [A Word with OI Director J. Kolmas], NO 49 (1994), pp.
246-248; Oriental Institute 1994, Praha 1995; Oriental Institute 1995, compiled by J. Pecirkova
and J. Prosecky, Praha 1995; J. Kolmas, ,,Kdo a kdy navrhl zalozeni Nového Orientu” [Who
Proposed Founding Novy Orient and When], NO 50 (1995), pp. 198-199; Oriental Institute
1996, ed. by . Filipsky, Praha 1996; Oriental Institute 1997, ed. by J. Filipsky, Praha 1997,
Oriental Institute 1998, ed. by J. Filipsky, Praha 1999; J. Filipsky (ed.), Cesti a slovensti
orientalisté, afrikanisté a iberoamerikanisté [Czech and Slovak Orientalists, Africanists and
Ibero-Americanists], Praha 1999; L. Obuchova, “Some Notes on the Early History of Archiv
orientalni”, ArOr 67 (1999), pp. 385-394; S. Segert, “Half a Century with Archiv orientalni”,
ArOr 67 (1999), pp. 395-400; J. Kolmas, ,,Orientalni ustav za némecké okupace” [Oriental
Institute during the German Occupation], I-1II, NO 54 (1999), pp. 32-35, 68-71, 109-111; L.
Obuchova, ,,Jak vznikal Archiv orientalni” [The Origins of Archiv orientalni], NO 54 (1999), pp.
321-324; Oriental Institute 1999, ed. by J. Filipsky, Praha 2000; J. Becka — M. Krasa, ,,Ceska
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orientalistika” [Czech Oriental Studies]. In: I. M. Havel — D. Ttestik (eds.), Co daly nase zemé
Evropé a lidstvu [ The Contribution of Our Lands to Europe and Mankind], Part III, Praha 2000,
pp- 352-361.

Abbreviations: ArOr — Archiv orientalni, Praha 1929—; NO — Novy Orient, Praha 1945—.



