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The sound structure of Chinese is difficult. However, in language teaching, pronunciation is often overshadowed by other topics - Chinese characters, vocabulary, or grammar. If our pedagogical goal is the intelligible speech and the absence of a strong foreign accent in L2 Chinese leaners, proper attention must be paid to pronunciation: both in practical teaching and in textbooks. Contemporary textbooks tend to have attractive graphics and are usually equipped with audio-files. However, the content of textbook explanations of pronunciation has not improved much over the years. The total space devoted to pronunciation tends to be insufficient and decreases as the initial stage is over. Explanations are often elementary, the results of linguistic research rarely enter them. An explanation of the features of continuous speech (i.e. prosodic features) is mostly completely missing.
This contribution deals with the comparison of interpretations of Chinese pronunciation in two textbooks: Practical Chinese Reader (an older textbook published in the PRC in 1981) and Integrated Chinese (a current, widely used textbook from the USA, 1st ed. 1997). The contribution will also mention specific topics in the teaching of Chinese pronunciation and suggest modifications as well as additions (e.g. a hierarchical model of the structure of the Chinese syllable, or an explanation of the acoustic correlates of accent). An argument is made for the usefulness of metalinguistic instruction. The paper draws on a recently published text 
Třísková, H. “Pronunciation—a neglected topic in textbooks of Standard Chinese?” In: Kecskes, I. and Zhang, H. eds., Chinese as a Second Language Research from Different Angles. Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2024. pp. 231-264.
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