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Bridging research and practice in L2 Mandarin pronunciation instruction

The presentation attempted to address several burning questions concerning the teaching of Mandarin pronunciation, asking which major findings from Chinese phonetics research can be effectively translated into practical classroom strategies. The main topics were segments and tones, as well as features of connected speech (i.e. prosodic features) such as stress and intonation. The question of how prosodic features can be taught was addressed.
Another issue concerns the role of Pinyin. Pinyin is often removed from textbook readings quite early in order to support character recognition and reading comprehension. This may inadvertently affect pronunciation development. On the other hand, Pinyin is unable to capture all pronunciation features (prosodic features in particular, but also many segmental features). The question, therefore, is to what extent Pinyin is useful and how long it should be retained in textbooks together with Chinese characters.
The following concrete topics were addressed: the hierarchical model of syllable structure; the basics of articulatory phonetics; classification of finals (new proposal); third tone representation (low tone); disyllabic combinations; stress in Mandarin; prosodic units; intonation; prosodic transcription (CHIPROT); and minimodules.



