[bookmark: _GoBack]COLLOQUIUM 
FAMILY FORTUNES: 
THROUGH THE KEYHOLE GLIMPSE OF URBAN ELITE FORMATION IN DADAOCHENG AND DEPTFORD.

SPEAKER: DR NIKI ALSFORD (ORIENTAL INSTITUTE, CZECH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES)
DISCUSSANT: DR CHRISTOPHER GERTIES (SOAS, THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON)
LOCATION: JOHN FAIRBANK LIBRARY
TIME & DATE: 4:00-5:30 THURSDAY 2 JUNE 2016

ABSTRACT:

The long nineteenth century (1789-1914) and the early inter-war period (1920-1937) saw the significant expansion of both Deptford in South East London and the market town of Dadaocheng in northern Taiwan. A factor that unites the two can arguably be found in the people who had resided in the two districts during these periods. The collective desire to shape an urban modern space that could fit to their aspirations transcended national boundaries. Defined as “urban elite,” the more notable residents were both globally situated and connected. They lived in a modernity that was self-defined and interpreted; one that was differentiated across a range of institutions: family life, economic and political structures, education, mass communication, and individual orientation. The purpose of this paper is to, therefore, argue that these arenas should be understood as a narrative of continual design and re-design. They were essentially marshalled by a rising new urban middle class. The fortunes that they acquired were contoured by their connections to the town they helped mould and transform. Using social elite theory, this paper will argue that if the social, economic, and political conditions across areas are similar, people will behave in comparable ways with only contextual differences.  Attention to this overlooked aspect of Taiwan social history is important in helping to situate the island in global comparisons. 

