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From Construal to Persuasion: Applications of Cognitive Linguistics to a Critical Study of Discourse




In this talk, I will discuss how Cognitive Linguistics, as a linguistic sub-discipline that gives special focus on how language is used to create a construal, is applied to critically investigate how discourse reproduces social and political power inequality. The first part of the talk lays the theoretical groundwork, where I will introduce the Contemporary Theory of Metaphor. I will furthermore give an overview of the field of Critical Discourse Analysis. In the third part, I will discuss case studies in English and Chinese to show how the Contemporary Theory of Metaphor can be applied to critically examine how power inequality is reproduced with linguistic means and their underlying conceptual representation.

	24. 6. 2014, 14:00 – 15:30, Fairbankova knihovna, Orientální ústav AVČR, Pod Vodárenskou věží 4, Praha 8

Dr. Alvin Cheng-Hsien CHEN:  

Introduction to Corpus




In this talk, I will talk about the general background of corpus linguistics as a sub-discipline in linguistics. I will be mainly concerned with two fundamental questions: what is a corpus and what is a corpus for. Basic principles of corpus design and construction will be briefly introduced in relation to its possible applications in language studies.
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Dr. Alvin Cheng-Hsien CHEN:  

Exploratory Statistical Analyses: A Case Study of Clustering




In this talk, I will talk about exploratory statistical analyses that will be helpful for studies in humanities and social sciences. Specifically, I will introduce a widely-used method, called clustering, when one is dealing with a problem of categorization. Basic principles of clustering will be introduced by pointing out its requirement for the input dataset as well as its limitation in the analyses of categorization. 

Information about lecturers:
Dr. Wei-lun Lu is currently a research fellow in the Department of English and American Studies at the Faculty of Arts of Masaryk University. His research interest is in cognitive linguistics and rhetoric, with a strictly corpus-based methodology.
Dr. Alvin Cheng-Hsien Chen is specializing in corpus linguistics and spontaneous speech processing. More specifically, his research is committed to quantitative corpus-based methods to look at conceptualization in language use. In 2011, he finished his Ph.D. thesis at National Taiwan University, entitled Prosodic Phrasing in Mandarin Spontaneous Speech: A Computational-acoustic Perspective. That study was the first attempt to investigate prosodic phrasing in conversational Mandarin via a more rigorous innovation in the use of corpora and statistical analyses.  

